
 

 

 

 

Contributing to the life of The Canonry Benefice  

Churches and Community 

Loving ‣ Generous ‣ Inclusive ‣ Connected 

God brings us together to build and strengthen our Benefice churches 

and to be a blessing to each other and the communities around us.   

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another …. in order that in 

everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 4 v 10-11 

We are a church family who seek to be Jesus’ ‘hands and feet’ and we 

all have gifts, talents, resources, skills, strengths and ideas to 

contribute.  How we do that is really important. There are plenty of 

initiatives we could get involved with which you will see overleaf. For 

example, reading in church, praying for others, becoming a member of 

the PCC, cooking, going into schools and preparing craft activities. 

We would love you to get involved, children included, even if you are 

not a regular churchgoer. Below we have listed some of the ways we 

can all be involved. These are not definitive and new ideas are always 

welcome.  

There are a lot of ideas here and we realise that we won’t be able to do 

all of them, but imagine a church which offered them all, serving others 

and showing God’s love according to our abilities and gifts - wouldn’t 

that be amazing!!! 

 

 



Church worship team 

● Training to assist in leading services 

● Training as a Lay Reader 

● Musicians are always needed! 

● Joining the choir 

● Reading the Bible in services 

● Leading or assisting with children’s activities 

● Refreshments 

● Serving for Holy Communion 

● Changing altar cloths for new church season 

● Verging at weddings and other specials services 

● Bell Ringing 

 

Schools, Children and Young People Team 

● School assemblies – helping to lead 

● Attending or helping with Parent and toddler groups 

● Developing an after-school club 

● Helping with a lunchtime primary school club 

● Special events e.g. the Light Party 

● Parent, carer and Grandparents events - eg mid week or 

Saturday morning play space  

● Mid week youth Group for year 7 to 10 young people 

● Transition help for young adults 

 

Church Buildings and Grounds 

● Churchyard maintenance 

● Cleaning the church building 

● Flower arranging 

● Opening and locking up 

● Recycling - putting out the bins! 

 

Growing Faith Team 

● Confirmation classes 

● Deepening discipleship and other courses 

● Home Groups – Facilitating, hosting or taking part 

● Alpha Style course leading 



 

Life Events Team 

● Baptism families’ ministry 

● Funerals & ministry to the bereaved 

● Wedding ministry 

 

Creative Team - raising the profile 

● Creating art, wall hangings, banners or other projects 

● Develop new ways to worship, fresh expressions eg walk 

church, bubble church, faith & fitness….open to new ideas 

● Social media - all aspects of tech support welcome!!! 

● Posters and flyers - learn new marketing skills 

● Help with updating our website - have a look: 

www.thecanonrybenefice.org.uk 

 

Welcome Team 

● Welcoming people at church 

● Following up new contacts from our Connect cards 

● Cooking for, or helping at, welcome meals 

 

Church Social, Entertainment and Community Team 

● Out of the box thinking for social events 

● Sharing skills days 

● Sharing our expertise to help others. As an example see: 

menssheds.org.uk 

● Catering: setting up, cooking, washing up, clearing away etc. 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

● Caring for those who are unwell 

● Meal train - cooking meals for those who need support 

● Participating in the Diocesan Lay course / other training 

● Joining the pastoral care team; visiting /companionship  

● Training for our funeral ministry 

● Supporting with baptisms 

 

 

http://www.thecanonrybenefice.org.uk/
http://menssheds.org.uk/


Prayer Team 

● Join the weekly prayer group 

● Praying at home and following up prayer requests 

● Praying in services 

● Developing our prayer life across the Benefice 

 

Safeguarding 

● Joining the safeguarding team  

● Carrying out DBS checks 

● Facilitating training 

 

Stewardship Team 

● Encouraging financial support, involvement and giving 

● Ideas for creative commerce and fundraising 

● Eco church - getting us to a place where we are carbon neutral 

 

Support for charities 

● ‘Christian Aid’ Week in May 

● Deal Food Bank  

● Salvation Army – Harvest festival 

● British Legion Poppy Appeal – Remembrance Sunday 

● Women’s Refuge – Christmas gifts and supplies  

● Social Justice Network - Canterbury Diocese 

● Porchlight 

 

Financial Giving and Fund Raising 

All of our churches need more money to continue to pay for staff, 

resources and simply to maintain the buildings. You can do this in a 

number of ways. 

● Regular donations and giving – the easiest way to do this is by 

signing up to the Parish Giving Scheme at 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/ . This also allows the 

church to claim Gift Aid back from the Government. 

● Fundraising events such as the Christmas Fayre 

● Joining the ‘Friends’ of the church to raise funds 
 

Contact us at thecanonrybenefice@gmail.com  www.thecanonrybenefice.org.uk 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
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Contributing to the life of the Canonry Benefice  

I would like to get involved in supporting the church. Every 

contribution, however large or small, makes a difference. 

 

‘We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the 
ocean would be less because of that missing drop’. Mother Theresa 

Name: 

Contact email: 

Contact telephone number: 

I attend or am living in the Parish of the following church/es: 

 

What do you think the priorities are in outreach and worship for our 

churches in the next five years? 

 

 

 

What ideas do you have and/or what can you do to help achieve this? 

 

 

I would like to get involved in the following area(s): 

 

 



Other ideas or areas where you may be involved- please tell us if you 

have any other ideas or skills that we can use. 

 

Which services would you like to attend if they were offered?  

Mid week communion 

Weekly Morning Prayer 

Taize style service 

Sunday informal evening worship service 

Other 

 

 

I agree to my details being shared with the relevant people in church who can 
facilitate my help    ⃞ 

I agree to my details being held on our secure ChurchSuite database    ⃞ 

 

Signed:  

 

 

 

Please give form to the Church Wardens or Welcome team. 

Thank you so much! 

 

Want to give more detail or a longer chat please email us: 

thecanonrybenefice@gmail.com 

canonryvicar@gmail.com   

mailto:thecanonrybenefice@gmail.com
mailto:canonryvicar@gmai.com

