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St Faith’s Prep School

There’s
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What’s On

 

 

Publisher’s note:

with a note of the contributor’s name. 
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What’s On 

 

 

–

Gardeners’ Question with panel Lou Dowle, 

If you’re holding an event, let us know. Email 
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Pet Service, All Saint’s Chillenden, Sunday 26  

St Mary’s Nonington 
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community gatherings. Summer is a beautiful time to enjoy God’s creation and 

Let’s remind each other to always 

Never swim alone or without someone still on dry land to seek help if it’s 

wisdom, we hope to help foster a culture of care. Let’s make this summer not 

Nick Hassall 
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Kent County Council is consulting on proposals to introduce a 20mph speed 
limit on a number of roads in Ash following a request from Ash Parish Council.

The proposed 20mph limit would apply to roads including Guilton to Collar 
Makers, Chequer Lane, Queens Road, Molland Lane and surrounding roads, 
and New Street. Sandwich Road has not been included because average 
vehicle speeds are considered too high. If approved, the scheme would be 
implemented mainly through new signs and road markings, with enforcement 
remaining a police responsibility.

The scheme, if implemented, is expected to cost around £17,000, which would 
be funded by Ash Parish Council. 
The consultation closes at noon on 6th July. Further details on how to have 
your say are available in The Onlooker.
.

•

•

•

•
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July. During this period, any interested person may inspect the Council’s 

•

•

•

• –

• –

•

• –

• –
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at Let’s 
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Council’s 

The planting of the tree demonstrates “Community Action” for Ash 
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Michael Smalley 
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Join this year’s recording by either sending your sightings to 
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biodiversity day at Langton Girls’ School in Canterbury in their wonderful 

•
• –
• –
• –
• –
• –
• –

–

Fiona Crascall, Headteacher 
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Guided walk along the ‘Saxon Shoreline’

Veronica O’Brien) and, from close to Fleet Farm nearby, to observe the 

Channel. ‘Rises’ is a decidedly relative term: the mainland side is all of 5 

Stream towards Pluck’s Gutter, where it is pumped into the Stour. Ian 
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party. This was the occasion of a farewell presentation to one of AHG’s 

Castle and Sandhills Farm, an ‘elevated’ position (a dizzy 6 meters above 

Ken Manktelow  
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Edinburgh’s Award, the 
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•
•

•
•
•
•

Craig Nimmo, AKA Bagheera, 
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pond life. Some of the girls’ highlights were camp
sleeping out in hammocks, experiences you don’t forget.

commemorate Ash Girlguiding’s 105

–

– –
–

Madelaine Lambie  
1st Ash Rangers, Instagram: 1stashrangers 
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– it’s always nice to see everyone down at the club house.

Roy Allen 
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–

 
                            Hazel Damiral 

01304 772363 

•

•
• July: Ash Village Hall 7.30pm. Gardeners’ Question 

n’
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After an earlier career, Sophie retrained as a horticulturalist and received 
accreditation in 2015, fortunately - in the 
present context - finding herself working for 
a client who wanted a garden specifically 
for cut flowers. Sophie was also a freelance 
florist. She began with a brief excursion 
into the origins of the flowers we typically 
use. A lot of monasteries had walled 
gardens used for herbs and suchlike 
(Canterbury Cathedral still has one) and 
people would gather flowers from 
hedgerows, going on to cultivate the 
flowers we see around us today. Medieval 
pictures show examples of recognisable 
flowers being used.

Powered transport, initially railways, and the use of coal changed 
everything. For the first time, it was possible to range beyond the home 
area, and for distant produce to be brought in over much longer distances 
while still fresh. As a child, Sophie knew a woman, and former ‘land girl’ in 
the Second World War, who herself remembered picking bunches of 
primroses and putting them on the train to London for sale. Violets were 
also sold and bought in this way but are now quite rare. In 1949, the value 
of the market for flowers was £49million and they were mostly grown in 
Britain; now, we spend over £1billion on flowers, the majority imported 
from abroad, e.g. from East Africa. 

Large houses also had walled gardens, for growing food, but typically an 
area would be set aside for cut flowers and these could, like the 
primroses and violets, be sent to the owners’ town houses. There also 
arose a fashion for flower arranging in Victorian times, parallel with the 
upsurge in plant hunting expeditions: the plant hunters brought home 
previously unknown species and varieties so that now, some 70% of the 
flowering plants grown in Britain originate abroad. Knowing a plant’s 
origins can be helpful in determining its favoured growing conditions. 

Cutting gardens are now increasing in popularity once again. Things you 
need to think about when setting one up include Position: in what 
direction does it face, how much is in shade or sun? Water supply, for 
times when there is a drought. What to grow: flowers that are not as easy 
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to find as the ones in the supermarket are best; and even those varieties 
might not be the right colour, for instance. Sophie gave as a specific 
example Lupins: you do not typically see these in shops or florists. Cut 
them when the first florets emerge, and watch out for the lupin aphid. 
They will repeat flower in September if cut before the seed pods set. 

To create an arrangement, keep in mind the four Fs: Feature flowers, 
fillers, foliage and fragrance.

Feature flowers: this is a truncated list. With roses, cut them when they 
are one-third to a half open, in the early morning, while they are fully 
hydrated, put them straight in water and keep them in a cool, dark place 
for 24 hours. This will maximise their vase life. Peonies shed their petals 
very readily; a new plant should not be used for cutting for two or three 
years. When ready, cut when the buds are soft, and don’t take too much 
foliage. Delphiniums, like lupins, should be cut when the first florets 
appear. Their hollow stems can be turned upside down and filled with 
water then put in the vase, and they should be kept away from ripening 
fruit, as the gas given off by it shortens their vase life! The best 
hydrangeas are those that appear on this year’s growth and should be 
picked when fully out; seal the stems with hot water. Dahlias are available 
in huge varieties; doubles are best for cutting as they last longer than the 
single kind. Gladioli can be grown in succession: they go from planting to 
flowering in 90 days. Sunflowers: the smaller ones that grow out of side 
shoots are the best size. Amaranthus, or love-lies-bleeding, can be dried 
and used into the winter. Antirrhinums (snapdragons) should be treated 
like annuals if used as cut flowers: discard their plants once the flowers 
have been taken. Sweet peas grow well as cordons: take off all side 
shoots and run them along canes. They are particularly good for their 
scent, of course.

She went on to show us how the other two Fs, fillers and foliage, could be 
used to complement the arrangement. Wild carrot was one filler variety, 
and she also uses eryngiums, achilleas and honesty (for their seeds as 
well as their flowers). Herbs can be used to add fragrance. She rounded 
off her talk by reminding us to take a record of the seeds we use, their 
source and the results we get. But she was not yet done: following this 
grand tour of plant varieties, Sophie impressed us all by compiling a 
glorious arrangement using examples that she had brought along, all the 
while giving us yet more information, in a virtuoso display of multitasking. 

Ken Manktelow  
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St Mildred’s 

–

–
–

Elizabeth Timms  

Vicki Bates 
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Despite temperatures in the village hall ranging from warm to volcanic, Jan’s 

lengths performers will go to ensure that “the show must go on” ending in 

Potter on drums, and the evening’s youngest performer, Ruby, on tambourine, 

Further musical highlights came from Alec Sugden’s trumpet rendition 

From the Stalls 
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I’d not done one before so was a littl

“we all need to step aside from 

fresh perspective.” 
erwhelmed with ‘stuff’ and just need a break to put our lives and 

chair and 2 comfortable chairs; all in all very worthwhile. Do ask if you’d like to 

Pat Coles 
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–

I advocate “double treating” plants especially as the first water will rush 
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I hope that Jottings while maybe describing actions that might be “old hat” to 

Christine Brown,  
President, Ash Horticultural Society 

Chequer, the Ship, the Lion or the Bull’s Head.  Later on, especially during the 
Victorian period, most of the larger local auctions moved to Canterbury’s 

– –

fairly frequent, and nor was it an event held at more than a few hours’ notice at 
most.  This was the Coroner’s Inquest, often called by the County or East Kent 

Coroner in the locality of the deceased’s home or place of death.



39

39 
 

–
–

Before any evidence was taken the jury would be sworn in and would sit “on 
the body” or “over the body.”  Thi
with the Coroner, would gather in the back room of a public house and “view 
the body” before entering into their deliberations.     

old woman who’d been 

verdict of “Died of Disease of the Heart” in line with the opinion of Dr Sladden. 

to the pub she’d visited the previous night, where the Coroner and jury could 
hardly suggest anything other than “Death from suffocation.”  Incidentally, the 

11 o’clock, but later noticed on

body was recovered. A verdict of “Drowned” was the Woodnesborough jury’s 
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harrowing one, not least because George’s brother had to give difficult 

directed the jury to deliver a verdict of “wilful murder by George Cobus” and 
decided that the murder was committed “under an aberration of intellec
having at various times threatened to kill his father.”  This story, which had 

of Correction did not end until fully 60 years later, with George’s eventual 

was not, this time, laid out in the pub but the body had been deposited “in a 
house at the parish church.”  So, 

“excitement increased to a feverish height.”  Eventually, the ev

case of insanity but of “mental derangement.” A few days later poor Elizabeth 
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regularly chosen for Coroners’ inquests.  In 1884 the jury sat “on the body” of 

many visits when “a respectable jury held an 
inquest on the body of James Collard” who had “been in a state of intoxication 
for three weeks.”  Whether the Chequer had been his favourite hostelry is not 
recorded but that’s certainly where he ended up.  Lyin

jury returned a verdict of death “by excessive drinking.”    

come less common by this time.  “Death by 
drowning” was apparently obvious to all but, sadly, the child remained 

Crooked Billet in New Street and “on Sunday, she was sitting in her room 

but in seven minutes she was dead.”  Death was on
on the Monday and news appeared in the local paper on the Tuesday.  That’s 

they didn’t hang about in those days.  One 

“weeded” over the years before being transferred to a suitable archives 

Peter Ewart 
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