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Useful Contacts

Service Organisation/Name Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs) 0800 111 999
999 UK Power Networks (24hrs) 105
Water Leak Line (24hrs) 0800 820 999

Community Community Warden, Kerry Skirrow 07977 982184
www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101
Ash Neighbourhood Watch
Josh Coombs 07546 212154
Crime Stoppers 0800 555111
Community Safety Dover 01304 872220
Childline 0800 1111
Kent County Council 08458 247247
Dover District Council 01304 821199
District Councillors:
Clir Trevor Bartlett 07980 300084
clir-trevor.bartlett@dover.gov.uk
Clir Martin Porter 07733 111334
clir-martin.porter@dover.gov.uk
Sir Roger Gale MP 01843 848588
suzy@galemail.com
Ash Parish Council 07398 584 053
clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
Citizens Advice (Dover area) 0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries 07947 832807
Environmental Health 01304 872215
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Ash Library 01304 812440
Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs) 111
Out of Hours Doctor Service 0844 8001234
Ash Surgery 01304 812227
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877
QEQM Margate 01843 225544
William Harvey 01233 633331
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots) 01304 812242
Education Cartwright and Kelsey School 01304 812539
St Faith’s Prep School 01304 813409
Sandwich Technology College 01304 610000
Sir Roger Manwood School 01304 613286

Times can be tough. There’s always someone you can talk to 24/7.

The Samaritans: call 116 123 or visit samaritans.org
~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!

To arrange a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rebecca on 07443
605873 or email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com

Front cover

A misty sunrise in Sloughbottom
Park on the outskirts of Norwich.
My favourite stand of trees -
always silhouetted against the
sky. Pat Coles.

Contacts

Clergy
Reverend Caroline Turvey

01304 812296

Churchwarden

Jacqueline Wilkinson
ash_chwarden@thecanonrybenefice.org.uk
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Beth Barber
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Share Your News

Email copy for the next magazine
edition by Thursday 13" November
to rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or
post hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.

Advertise in the Parish

Magazine

Reasonable rates and a loyal
readership

Send advertising enquiries to
ashpm.ads@gmail.com

Publisher’s note:

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We welcome
items from individuals and local
organisations. All items should come
with a note of the contributor's name.
The editor reserves the right both to edit
and not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters do
not represent the official position of the
Church of England.



What’s On

THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall is hosted by
The Chequer Inn Ash Society on Saturday 15t November from 10am-
12noon. See poster page 12.

CHILDREN are invited to a Light Party on Saturday 15t November at St
Nicholas Church, Ash. 2-4pm. See poster page 6 for details.

ASH BOWLING CLUB Quiz on Saturday 15t November - Tables of 8, £5
per head. 6.30pm for a 7pm start. See page 25 for details.

HAPPY HOUR at EImstone Church (or in Church Meadow if the weather
is fine) will be held on Friday 7" November from 6.30pm. For more
Elmstone news, see page 28.

THE CHURCHYARD BASH. Saturday 8" November. 9am-noon at St
Nicholas Church, Ash. Join volunteers to maintain the church grounds.

ASH WITH WESTMARSH WI meet at Ash Village Hall on November 13"
2.30pm. The speaker will be Fiona Beddow on ‘Why We Need Girl Heroes'.
See report page 23.

ASH CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION cash bingo night on Saturday 15%
November, Ash village hall from 6.15pm. Admission £6/children £3. For
tickets call Marion on 07468 306358.

THE ASH SOCIETY?’S first meeting of the 2025/2026 season will be held
at 7.30pm on Thursday 20" November, with a talk entitled, 'Guide Dogs
for the Blind' by Patricia Poole at the Ash Village Hall. See page 30.

ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meet on Thursday 27th November at
7.30pm to hear Arit Anderson: Nature as Nurture: Can Gardens Heal the
World. See page 30 for details.

AGE CONCERN SANDWICH hosts a Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday
29" November from 11am-4pm with Santa’s Grotto, competitions, mulled
wine, food and drinks as well as artisan craft stalls.

ASH ADVENT EVENTS begin on Sunday November 30" with a tractor
parade and Christmas lights switch on at Pound Corner. See page 20 for
details.



Church Services for November

Saturday 15t November

Light Party 2-4pm, St Nicholas, Ash - Fun activities for children

Sunday 2"Y November

Holy Communion 9am Holy Cross, Goodnestone
Holy Communion 10.30am Elmstone Church

Family Worship 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash

Holy Communion 10.30am St. Mary's Nonington
Scouts Anniversary Service 2.15pm, St Nicholas, Ash
All Souls Service 4pm St Nicholas, Ash

Sunday 9t November Remembrance Services
Holy Communion 9am All Saints, Chillenden
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash

Family Worship no communion 10.30am St Mildred's, Preston |

Breakfast Church 9.30am St. Mary's Nonington
Remembrance 3pm Ware/Westmarsh memorial

Sunday 16" November

Holy Communion 9am Holy Cross, Goodnestone
Holy Communion 9am St Nicholas, Ash

Service of the word 10.30am Elmstone Church
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash

Sunday 23 November
Holy Communion 9am All Saints, Chillenden
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash

NEW: Walk Church, 1.45pm, gather at Holy Cross, Goodnestone

Sunday 30t November

5th Sunday Benefice Service with Holy Communion, 10.30am Elmstone

Advent Carol Service, 6.30pm, Holy Cross, Goodnestone

Private Prayer
Churches are open at the following times:

St Nicholas, Ash All week 9.30am to 3pm
Holy Cross, Goodnestone All week in daylight hours
St Mary’s Nonington All week in daylight hours
All Saints, Chillenden Weekends 10am-5pm

All Saints, Stourmouth All week in daylight hours

Other churches
can be unlocked
upon request.
Please note
services may be
taking place
during this time.




LEBRATING ALL THINGS LIGHT!
CRAFT - GAMES - SINGING - STORIES

IDEAL FOR PRE-SCHOOL AND
PRIMARY AGED CHILDREN

( SAT 1°"NOV - 2 T0 4PM )

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, ASH
www.thecanonrybenefice.org.uk




Parish Register

Funerals

Brian Marston, St Nicholas Church, Ash - 5" November, 12.30
Peter Berrisford, St Nicholas, Ash, 121" September

Wedding

Stephy Thomas and William Bainbridge, Elmstone Church, 27
September

Harvest Collection

Many thanks to all who donated so generously to our collection for the
Salvation Army in Margate to mark the season of harvest. This year we
were asked to donate food that could be put in ‘grab’ bags and handed
out to the homeless in the Margate area. Once again, the Ash community
stepped up and we were delighted to take a car full of donations to the
Salvation Army. The volunteers were so grateful and have asked that
their most grateful thanks be passed on to all who donated so generously.

Jerwy Taylor

What is Walk Church?

It is a time of walking, talking, praying, reflecting, whilst in nature - with
others and with God. If you find church on a Sunday morning, or in a big
building, a little tricky, then why not give this a go.

Walk Church is an established group which meets once a month on a
Sunday afternoon and it's coming to Goodnestone. We are hoping to then
run this bi-monthly across our Benefice of 7 churches. So please come
along and be part of a new worshipful walk with others. And have some
delicious cake and tea afterwards. If you would like more information,
please contact canonryvicar@gmail.com

Warm Space @ St Nics

At St Nicholas church we are gearing up for winter by offering a Warm,
Welcome and FREE Space to everyone in our community each week
starting on Thursday 13" November.

We are one of thousands of Warm Welcome Spaces across the UK.
Together, these community spaces bring connection, friendship, and
human warmth, helping people feel less isolated and lonely and boosting

wellbeing.
Continued over



We will be open every Thursday 11am-2pm. Warm Space @ StNics will
offer a warm friendly welcome, free tea/coffee and a mug of hot
homemade soup with a cheese roll. Don’t be alone this winter, come and
meet new and old friends!

We would like everyone to know that this is available and open to all, so
please help us to spread the word - help others you know who would
appreciate some company to find our Warm Space and come along for a
cuppa and a chat yourself.

Our Village Warm Space relies on the generosity of volunteers and
donors to keep our doors open to everyone who needs support this
winter. So, we’re calling on you. If you have some time, and would like to
get involved, we would gladly welcome more volunteers, subject to our
church safeguarding regulations. Volunteering is rewarding and fulfilling.
It's an opportunity to see first-hand the real value that spaces like ours
can have on people’s lives. This is a great project for our community. For
further information please get in touch with our Pastoral Team via email:
asnpteam1@gmail.com

You can find out more via the Warm Welcome Campaign’s interactive
map www.warmwelcome.uk/find-a-space#map
Rev Cawoline Turvey
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Parish Letter

As Autumn’s mists and mellow fruitfulness fall into the wintriness of
November, we move into what is widely known as the ‘month of
Remembrance’. In the Christian tradition, All Saints Day and All Souls
Day fall on the 1t and 2", the latter dedicated to remembering our
deceased loved ones. The month of November provides a period for
reflection, prayer, and gratitude for those who have died, both those
known to us and in memory of the military conflicts of the 20" Century
and since.

Poppies have been evident for a few weeks now and will be more so in
the coming days. As well as a symbol of gratitude for the sacrifice of the
fallen, in their striking colours of red and black, they can be symbols of
blood and fire (red) and the darkness of evil (black), which is very relevant
to the ‘now’ we are living through in the first quarter of the 215t Century.
Again, there is war in a part of Europe, tensions building between East
and West, not to mention the terrible disaster in Palestine and Israel,
affecting much of the Middle East. We hope and pray that October’'s
ceasefire and the beginning of the peace plan will find a way through to
assure a better future for all who are suffering, for the whole region and
the whole world.

The poppy colours may also symbolise power(red) and seriousness
(black) in terms of dress and décor, so they can point us to the need for a
positive use of our power, whether it be political, influential or financial,
both in the local sense and in the wider national and global sense. We are
living in uncertain and unpredictable times - again — and each one of us
would do well to reflect on how we can promote a culture of everyday
human kindness and tolerance towards each other in every aspect of our
community, work and national life.

For those of Christian Faith, all Faiths and none, there are positive values
on offer to help us grow into a better version of ourselves, values shared
by many people of other faiths and none:

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13.13)

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control” (Galations 5.22-23)

Worth reflecting on this month.

Philip Moore



Festive Arrangements Workshop
Create a Wreath, Door Swag and/or Tabletop Candle
Decoration.

Organised by The St. Nicholas Church Flower Arrangers.
A Fun Morning Suitable for All Abilities.

SAT. 6" DECEMBER
10AM-1PM

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
ASH

Tickets £30 to include Tea/Cofttee.
Raising money for St. Nicholas Church
To book a place Email festivearrangements(@gmail.com
More details available on application.

Christmas Concert
Elmstone Church

Friday 19* December 5.30pm

A concert of Christmas music and carols with Lees Court Ensemble
Followed by mince pies and mulled wine
Tickets : £12 from Preston village shop
or Janette Nickols 07803 086 584

Tickets available on the door
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on
Monday 6t October.

Join the Parish Council

We’re looking to co-opt one new Councillor. No experience needed — just
a passion for shaping Ash’s future and a few hours each month to spare.
Interested? Email: clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ash Carnival and Summer Fete

Two residents shared early plans to revive the Ash Carnival and/or fete in
2026. The Parish Council supports the initiative in principle and looks
forward to a detailed proposal.

Highway Improvements

One of the priorities in our 2024/25 Highway Improvement Plan was to
improve pedestrian warning signage on the A257 Ash Bypass. We're
pleased this has now been approved by Kent County Council. Signs will
be installed at three key locations along the A257.

Recreation Ground and Allotments
. Tree health inspections were completed in late September. We are
awaiting the contractor’s report.

. Repairs to the stand-on spinner have been approved, with funding
requested via S106 monies held by DDC.

. Toilets will close for winter from November 15t reopening April 15t
after internal redecoration.

. New welcome and information signs will be installed to enhance
visitors experience and display bylaws.

. Play Area 2: Final designs will be shared at the Community Coffee
Morning on December 6. Public consultation will be held then.

. Allotments: Fees will remain unchanged for 2027. There are
currently 21 residents on the waiting list.

. Replacement of the crumbling boundary fencing has been approved.
Materials are expected in 10 weeks, with work likely to begin in early
2026.

Continued over
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~/m . Please join us at the next

'~ COMMUNITY
CUFFEE h{IORNING

. Qﬁ
Ash Village Hall =~
Saturday 1* November

10.00am - 12.00no0n
Hosted by

THE
CHEQUER INN ASH SOCIETY

- - .
/s | Come and chat with members of the
(c_i..-;*;;;\eﬁ) Committee to find out more about
S u, L]
L& 4 your local community owned pub!

Bacon Rolls - Delicious Cakes
Tea - Coffee - Raffle (7

Plus stalls from other village organisations
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Planning Enforcement

Clir Venny and the Parish Council Clerk attended a DDC meeting to
discuss planning enforcement with other councils, coordinated by Kent
Association of Local Councils (KALC).

DDC operates within legal limits, and while Planning Enforcement is not a
statutory service, they prioritise cases based on their published plan.
Residents with outstanding enforcement concerns should contact DDC
Ward Councillors: ClIr Trevor Bartlett or Clir Martin Porter.

KALC is working with DDC to improve communication and may form a
Planning Focus Group.

$106 Funding

The Parish Council is aligning future S106 requests with Ash’s long-term
vision. These will be submitted to DDC’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan and
included in consultee comments on relevant planning applications.

What is S106?

S106 agreements are legal commitments from developers to support local
infrastructure — either through funding or direct delivery. Funds can only
be used for the specific purpose outlined in the agreement (e.g.
education, recreation).

The next Parish Council Ordinary Meeting will take place on Monday
1st December at 7pm in The Library, Ash Village Hall.
Contact clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk

New Wedding Venue to Open

A 16" Century barn at Chequer Court in Knell can be used to host “small
scale” weddings after a change of use application was approved by Dover
District Council.

Jonathan Sawyers of Boutique Weddings Kent and Matt Sworder of The
Cornerhouse restaurant will work together to host up to 27 celebrations a
year.

Don’t forget to share your news and views with the
parish magazine.
We welcome information on local events, meetings,
memories and more.
Post hard copy at 69 The Street, Ash, or email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
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St Nicholas
Church

St Nic's is opening its doors to

provide a warm welcome to
local people this winter.




Chequer Inn Bat and Trap Team Success

2025 was a very successful year for the Chequer Inn Bat & Trap team,
winning the Plate competition and finishing Runner-up in the East Kent
Friendly League.

We were League Runners-up in 2024, narrowly missing the top spot and
had the same result again this year. For most of the season we looked
favourite, but key players being unavailable for some major games cost
us dearly. The team also missed out on winning the Cup after an early
exit from the competition but redeemed itself in the Plate competition by
beating a very strong Black Pig team to secure an impressive silver plate
and trophies for all the players.

Matt Titterton, our top bowler in the league, collected the Runners-up
Shield during the Annual Presentation Dinner and Chris Burnside, top
batter for the season again, collected the Silver Plate.

Praise
must go to
our non-
playing
captain
Paul Miller
who could
not attend
the dinner
and did an
admiral
job
throughout
the season. It was his first time as captain, but he had an excellent grasp
of all the rules and remained resolute during all our matches. The team
celebrated their success with Champagne and toasted Paul in his
absence.

If you want to see what we do or fancy having a try, we play our home
games roughly every other week on Wednesday evenings (8pm) in the
Chequer Inn garden. The new season starts at the beginning of May
2026.

Chwis Burnside
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St Nlcholos Ash
WINTERFEST 20

Saturday 13" December E
2.00 til 5.00pm: & Sk

9.

°a

Father Christmas : [’
Craft Stalls < '8

Carol Singing

‘ Meet the donkeys

ot *\ Cake stall; refreshments

& Christmas presents
Barnsole Vineyard

School choirs
’ ‘ Tombola; raffle; games
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Ash Girl Guides turns 105

1t Ash next Sandwich Girlguiding has been proudly celebrating its 105"
birthday this year.

Over the past 8 months, leaders, working with Ash Heritage Group,
researched the history of the units, preparing for an Open morning that
took place on Saturday 11" October at Ash Village Hall.

Displays of each 25 years of Ash Guiding, starting from 1920, surrounded
the hall with photographs, newspaper clippings, old uniforms and badges
bringing back many memories for many. Previous Ash leaders and unit
members had been interviewed and their stories were displayed bringing
Ash Guiding history to life. These will be kept in the Ash Heritage Centre
as part of the social history of the village.

Memories of camp flowed through the whole 105 years of Ash Guiding.
These included: “| loved bushcraft, learning how to light a fire and building
camping gadgets” and “One of my best memories, was on a Golden
Jubilee camp, when we cooked a whole salmon over the fire. We
wrapped it in wet newspaper and had to rewrap it whilst it was cooking.”

Cooking on open fires, pitching tents, being chased by cows and camp
fires were remembered clearly. Camp remains an important and much-
loved part of the Guiding year in Ash and the traditions of open fire
cooking, sleeping under canvas, camp fires and sm’ores continue, but
maybe not the cows.

A diary of a Ranger Trip to Bruges in 1929 was part of the display. This
would have been a big undertaking in those days and Girl Guiding
continues to provide many opportunities for adventure now, locally,
nationally and internationally.

An artificial camp fire was set up in the main hall creating a nostalgic
atmosphere as people sat around it chatting and admiring a selection of
camp blankets.

A highlight for many was an interactive experience of walking into an old
Bell Tent, one of the originals, that was erected in the car park, alongside
a patrol fire and washing up gadget made by the Ash Rangers who still
practice their knotting skills all these years later. You never know when a
knot will come in useful.
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Colour parties of Rangers, Guides and Brownies presented their unit flags
with a Guiding salute to the Kent East County Commissioner, Michelle
Plester and Kent East President Valerie Hale.

Mrs Plester said: “For over a century the village has been home to
generations of girls and young women who have found confidence
friendship and adventure through guiding. We celebrate the leaders
volunteers and supporters past and present who have given their time
energy and love to keep the spirit of guiding alive in Ash. Here's to the
memories made the lives changed and the bright future ahead. May the
next 105 years be just as full of laughter learning and friendship.”

The open morning was well attended by several previous Ash Guiding
leaders and ex Rangers, Guides and Brownies. The hall was buzzing with
a lot of reconnecting and reminiscing and three ex-Guides who were good
friends, used the opportunity to have a reunion after 50 years showing
that as one Guider said in her story “Once a Guide, always a Guide”.

This event was also part of “Guiding for Good” week which is an initiative
by GirlGuiding London and South East England aimed at inspiring its
members to live out a key part of the Girlguiding promise — to serve our
community and help other people.

Ash GirlGuiding would like to thank Dover District Council and Ash Parish
Council for supporting the event and all of the parents and leaders who
worked so hard on the day, serving refreshments, trefoil topped
cupcakes, manning stands/craft areas and running the tombola.
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Ash Brownie 7-10years, Guide 10-14years and Ranger 14-18years units
are part of Sandwich Division and Girl Guiding continues to thrive today
providing adventure and opportunities for girls to learn new skills, build
confidence, problem solve, challenge themselves, connect with nature
and make friends in a safe space. In this digital age, Guiding enables girls
to put down their mobile devices and connect and communicate with
others face to face supporting their mental health.

Guiding is girl led, inclusive to all and believes that “Girls can do
anything”.

When asked what Guiding means to her, one Guider said “Guiding gives
me experiences, friendships and a sense of purpose to my life. It takes
me out of myself, puts me in positions | wouldn’t normally do and
challenges me. Guiding grows me and it can grow everybody.”

If you would like to know more about Guiding units in your area for a girl
to attend or to look at volunteer opportunities as an adult helper, register
your interest on www.girlguiding.org.uk to find your local unit and you will
receive a warm welcome.

Madelaine Lambe

As | see it

The Guides are all so lucky to be given such a myriad of opportunities, to
have new experiences, learn new skills, make new friends, and all the
while having fun. As they grow and progress through Brownies to Guides
and on to Rangers many find a new confidence, to be themselves.

Through many National and International meetings Guides are given
more amazing new challenges, adventures and chances to give
something back to others.

A special mention must be made of the Volunteer Leaders, without whom
there would be no Girl Guide s- they are always there for the Guides to
help bring fun and knowledge to the meetings. The Leaders all have very
busy lives but somehow always find time to go above and beyond for the
Guides. We all owe them a very big THANK YOU.

Being a member of the Girl Guides, and to have this opportunity here in
the Village is very special. It is with these new skills and friendships,
which often last a life time, that they are acquiring priceless gifts they can
always treasure.

Valerie Hale, Kent East President

19



Ash Advent 2025

The magic of Christmas is coming to Ash and everyone’s invited. This year’s
Ash Advent celebrations promise a joyful mix of community fun, festive
fundraising, and twinkling lights all in support of Porchlight and The Trussell
Trust.

Tractors, Tinsel and Twinkling Lights — Sunday November 30"

Kick off the season in spectacular style with a fantastic community celebration
and a vintage and decorated tractor parade. Cheer on the stars of the New
Ash Players’ pantomime Beauty and the Beast, who will be leading the
Christmas lights switch-on at Pound Corner. The tractor parade passes along
The Street at 5.30pm. Bring your family, grab a hot drink, and soak up the
festive atmosphere.

Festive Bingo Night — Tuesday, December 9"
It's eyes down and spirits up as Andy Minter returns to host our ever-popular
Festive Bingo Night at The Chequer Inn.
. Entry: £2 and £6 for 6 games
. Cash prizes, festive intermission games and plenty of laughter
. Doors open at 6.30pm. First game 7pm
Last year was a sell-out, so reserve your place early at The Chequer Inn.

Christmas Quiz — Sunday December 14™
Think you know your tinsel trivia? Gather your team for our special Christmas
Quiz, also at The Chequer Inn. Fun, friendly, and full of festive cheer.

. Starts at 7pm

. £2 per person

Festive Treats Stall — Saturday December 20"

Indulge in the taste of Christmas! Join us at Pound Corner from 10am to noon
for a mouth-watering bake sale featuring delicious homemade cakes, bakes,
and other seasonal goodies — perfect for gifts or a treat for yourself.

The Magical Advent Windows Trail — December 1%t — January 1%

As night falls, the village will sparkle with creativity as the Advent Windows
Trail lights up Ash! Pick up a trail map for just £2 from local shops and enjoy
discovering beautifully decorated, illuminated windows throughout the village.

Every smile, song, and mince pie helps raise funds for Porchlight, supporting

people facing homelessness, and The Trussell Trust, which runs local food

banks. Would your business like to sponsor an event or the tractor parade?

Your support helps spread joy and community spirit even further.

Email ashvillageadvent@gmail.com or call/text 07443 605873 to get involved.
Alisony Lowise; Edith; Kag and Rebecca
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Ash Wildlife Friendly Village

Saunders Lane Development

Ash Wildlife Friendly Village has joined objections to the proposed

development of 76 homes in Saunders Lane. Chair, Leanne Steed,
lodged an objection based on lack of publicly available and current
ecological data about the potential impact on biodiversity.

The developer’s application only includes an ecological statement which
declares 'no further ecological surveys were considered necessary as the
risk of significant impact to protected, priority or rare species is low’.

Saunders Lane lies in the oldest part of Ash in an area rich in woodland
and other habitats. Residents have shared recordings of bird song which
includes Owls, Swifts, Thrush, Robin, Wrens, Jackdaws, Crows, Blue Tits,
Great Tits, Jays and Cuckoos. The habitat is also a likely site for
protected species such as bats.

The developer is proposing to remove more than 100 trees offering 10 bat
boxes and 10-12 bird boxes as mitigation which Mrs Steed said “is simply
not good enough”. Ash Wildlife Friendly Village is calling for a thorough
ecological survey and assessment between March and September when
most species are active.

Mrs Steed highlighted other issues with pledges made to replace lost
wildlife, adding: “Once a development is finished, the maintenance
contract is often sold on. Wildflower meadows become just lawns;
replacement trees are left to die through lack of watering. Strategies often
involve strimming and spraying with chemicals, none of which supports
biodiversity and life.

“This is an extremely important area of biodiversity, in one of the oldest
parts of the village. If this is to go ahead, then there must be a focus on
finding out what will be lost and a commitment to making sure all
biodiversity loss mitigation is realistic and carried out.”

Ash Springs into Life!

Ash Parish Council has kindly donated 1,400 daffodil bulbs and we need
your help to plant them. Planting dates will be announced soon, so please
keep an eye out on our Facebook page and join us in bringing a splash of
spring colour to Ash next year and beyond.
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League of Friends of Kent and Canterbury Hospital
(Ash Branch)

£110 was raised by the Ash Group at the October coffee morning and we
thank you for your support.

The other seven groups that make up the League of Friends also continue to
work hard with their fund-raising events, along with the three hospital shops
and trolley service which average a fantastic £15,000 per month. This all
enables us to pledge valuable funding towards equipment that the wards and
departments request. Please do support the shops if you have occasion to
visit the hospital.

Approximately £4,000 was made on the Summer Fair Grand Raffle and,
despite the bad weather, a total profit of about £6,000 was made.

New volunteers are needed to join our small committee in Ash. If you feel able
to give an hour or two of you time each month, please do contact me as below.

Please continue to let us have any unwanted remnants of knitting wool and your
used stamps and old coins. The hospital shops and library service would also
be glad to receive any ‘Crime Fiction Books’ — very popular with patients!

We look forward to seeing you at the next community coffee morning 10am on

Saturday 15t November in the village hall which will start to take on a Christmas
feel!

Hagel Damiral

01304 772363

Ash with Westmarsh WI

The speaker at our October Meeting was Julie Cumburn on the subject of
Stroke Awareness.

The leading charity for stroke sufferers is the Stroke Association but there is
also a separate organisation called Different Strokes which is run by young

people for young people as we were told that contrary to what many people
believe, strokes can occur in young people and even in babies.

Jullie outlined the evolution of the stroke association from its start in 1898
when it supported people with TB, then chest and heart complaints, heart and
stroke and finally its present form, supporting just strokes, which commenced
in 1998.
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In Britain 100,000 people a year suffer a stroke and at present there are 3
million stroke survivors many of whom receive help from the stroke association
either face to face, online or by phone.

Julie explained that a stroke is a brain attack which can take one of three
forms, Ischaemic which is a blood clot, Heamorodic which is a bleed or a TIA
which is a transient clot. All need urgent medical attention to prevent more
damage to the brain so it is vital that the symptoms are recognised.
The acronym FAST is used to describe them.

F Face dropped on one side

A Sufferer cannot raise both arms to shoulder height and keep them

there

S Inability to speak clearly or to understand what others say

T Time to call 999 if you see any of these signs.

If you specify FAST POSITIVE when calling an ambulance will be sent
automatically.

Julie outlined the main causes of stroke and how we can reduce our risk.
Health problems such as high blood pressure, irregular heartbeat, diabetes
and high cholesterol play a large part as do some lifestyle issues such as
smoking, alcohol, being overweight or inactive or eating food high in salt, fat or
sugar. So, it was the usual story of eating a balanced diet and keeping active
for as long as we can.

It was a serious talk about a difficult subject but members went away feeling
more confident about recognising and dealing with a stroke and reassured that
the Stroke Association was there to help.

On a lighter note, it was the turn of our WI to host the meeting of the WI’s
which constitute our group. We were treated to a talk by Alan Haines entitled
The Baby Boomers Nostalgia Show.

Apparently, these children were born just after the end of the war as opposed
to the Silent Generation born before the war who were to be seen and not
heard. Many members were of that certain age and were able to join with him
in reminiscing about the fashions of the time. Remember the nylon bedsheets
and the avocado bathrooms! We were complimented on the lovely food and
efficient organisation of the meeting.

The walking group continues to thrive, taking an autumn walk around
Goodnestone early this month. The leaves were already beginning to turn and
they were really surprised at the number of acorns being trodden underfoot. As
usual they ended up with a coffee, this time at the Old Dairy in Goodnestone
Park.

The next walk will be from Walmer to the Zetland Arms.
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The monthly lunch group ate at the George and Dragon in Sandwich.
However, the next lunch will be our annual Soup and Social, to be held this
year in the village hall. We will be treated to homemade soups and delicious
desserts provided by some of our members. Certainly an event not to be
missed! Plans are already afoot for the Christmas Lunch which will be at the
Kings Arms in Sandwich.

At our next meeting on November 13" the speaker will be Fiona Beddow on
‘Why We Need Girl Heroes’. It will be interesting to hear what she has to say!

The WI meets on the second Thursday of each month at 2.30 pm in Ash
Village Hall and always welcomes new members. For more information phone
07814 520796 or email sec.ashwmarshwi@yahoo.com

In addition our local WI is a member of a group, a County and a National
Federation all of which offer meetings and events and even online courses
through our Learning Hub. There is also a website: www.thewi.org.uk which
gives you a broader view.

Jowv Seawle
Ash Bowling Club

At the end of an extremely busy month we must thank the club members who
have worked so hard to make such a successful lawn bowling season. We
have had plenty of play and many enjoyable social events.

Finals Weekend was well supported and congratulations are due to all the
winners.

Victoria Park Open Triples - Roy Allen, Shirley Taylor, Kurtis Young
Alan Norris Trophy - Roy Allen and Michael Chidley

Jack Fogg Trophy - Stuart Williams,Martin Goldwin,Pam Mawson
Colin Marsh Trophy - Glen Stephenson, Mike Knaggs, Dave Mawson
Doreen Underhill Trophy - Chrissie Lock, Barbara Willis, Mary Sherwood
Ash Memorial Trophy - Steve Hewitt, Bryony Anstey, Garry Huse
Mens 21 shots - Alan Hogben

Mens 21 ends - Alan Hogben

Ladies 21 Ends - Shirley Taylor

Handicap - Martin Goldwin

Novice - Mike Knaggs

Mixed pairs - Steve Hewitt and Roy Allen

2 woods - Ken Hurcomb

We have welcomed several new players to the club this year who have been
playing in friendly and league matches and many compliments have been
received on the standard of our green and gardens and heartfelt appreciation
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of the catering and bar arrangements.

We already have plans for a programme of social activities over the winter,
follow us on Facebook or check out our website for more information
- www.ashbowlsclub.org.uk

We have plans for a programme of social activities over the winter and of
course all members and guests are warmly invited to participate. These
include:

Quiz — 1% November - Tables of 8, £5 per head. Bring your own nibbles.
(6.30pm for a 7pm start).

Bingo — 13" December

To book your place contact Roy at secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com

Although the outdoor season has come to an end we do of course have short
mat which runs all year round. Organised sessions run on:

¢ Monday 2-4

¢ Wednesday 2-4

e Thursday 7-9

e Saturday 10-12
(Members are, of course, free to bowl indoors at any time)

We must also mention the huge effort from Jane and John Kirtley that went
into organising the MacMillan Coffee Morning on 26" September. They raised
a magnificent £3,406 on the day. Cancer touches so many families so it is
great to know our community is willing to fund the work of MacMillan so that
they can support whoever is in need.

We have a very active club and will always welcome new members - if you are
interested in joining us then do please get in touch
- secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com We'd love to see you.

Roy Allen, Secretory

The Friends of St Nicholas Church

Shuffleboard
A big thank you to all who supported the Friends Annual Shuffleboard event on
Saturday 11" October in Ash Village Hall. Sold out again!

All evening the hall was buzzing with excitement and laughter as nearly 90

adults competed. The fun-filled atmosphere was tremendous with newcomers
vowing to return next year and asking about future events.
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A tasty hot home cooked meal was enjoyed by everyone (well done to all the
cooks). The evening also included a well-stocked reasonably priced licenced
bar (thanks to Bernita Davies and Jacky Burnside for running it); a raffle
including a mystery prize, but still no sign of that Caribbean cruise!; sparkling
wine and chocs for the winning and
runners up teams; and 3 wooden
spoons with sweets for the team who
came last. Thanks to all the scorers
who did a great job and ensured there 4
was no funny business!

As always, we are indebted to all our
advertisers and sponsors, who helped
us make an estimated profit in excess
of £1,400. (The exact figure will be
published later when all expenses are
known).

The profit from this event and all our other events are used to help maintain
the fabric of our lovely church and grounds.

Community Coffee Morning

The Friends will be hosting the December Community Coffee Morning on
Saturday 6™ December. An opportunity to meet up with friends and neighbours
and enjoy some tasty refreshments - tea, coffee, bacon rolls and cakes; while
browsing various stalls, including one for the Parish Council to update on plans
for the new play area at the recreation ground and one for Ash Advent team
selling Christmas gifts in support of Porchlight and Trussell food banks; while
listening to Christmas carols. There will also be a raffle, so come and join us if
you can.

Race Night
Attention all Members of the Friends. Our next annual Race Night will be in the

village hall on Saturday 31%! January 2026 and as usual is expected to sell out.

One of the benefits of being a Member of the Friends is having the opportunity
to reserve tickets in advance up until 3rd January, after which the remaining
tickets will go on general release.

If you wish to take advantage of this offer, reserve your tickets by contacting
Chris Burnside (01304 813138 or email chrisburnside2001@yahoo.co.uk).

If you would like to join the Friends (min £5 per year) contact our Secretary
Chris Denby (fstnicholas@gmail.com) for a membership form.
Chris Buwrnside, Chairmowv of the Friends
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Friends of EImstone and Preston Churches
Services and Events at St Mildred’s

Family Harvest Service

The Family Harvest Service with Communion and a christening was very
well supported. The church was full of colourful flowers, fruit and
vegetables. We are very grateful to everyone who donated flowers and
gave their time to arrange them. Also, to all those who so generously
donated gifts of fruit, vegetables and dry goods, all of which have been
taken to Age Concern Sandwich, who appreciated this very much.

The Harvest Tea was also well supported and there was a lovely, friendly
atmosphere. Thank you to those who made cakes, all the helpers, local
stallholders who were also happy to support us, and all those who came
to the event. The weather stayed dry and so we were able to have some
stalls outside. Our new Christmas cards sold well and are available in
Elmstone Church and St Mildred's. About £300 has been made.

Crib Festival —- Weekend 13-14 December

We are planning to have Cribs from around the World to see on the
Saturday afternoon, 2-4 pm, at the Family Service on the Sunday, as well
as the afternoon that day, also 2-4 pm but these times are to be
confirmed. Refreshments will be available.

Churchyard Update

Many of you will have seen that the public footpath through the
churchyard has now been refurbished and the renovation of the

memorial garden has also been completed with the planting of the
Christmas Box. We are very grateful to Richard Kemp who has spent
considerable time doing this work and to his sister for donating the shrubs
in memory of family. We would also like to thank the Parish Council for
agreeing to pay for the gravel. Fran Offord has kindly taken on the two
flower beds along the path after many years' hard work by Ellie Matthews,
for which we are very grateful. All this was completed in time for the
Harvest events. We hope to have a further working party this Autumn

to uplift the yew trees and tidy a section of brambles.

Upcoming Events at EiImstone Church

Concert - Friday 19t December: We are pleased that the Lees Court
Ensemble will be performing for us once again at 5.30pm. See the poster
in this magazine.
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Happy Hours: These are held on the first Friday of the month from
6.30pm in the Church. The next dates are 7" November and 5"
December.

Village Christmas Fair — Friday 28" November 2.30-5.30pm Preston
Village Hall: The Friends will be having a stall at this event, with our new
Christmas cards and others for sale.

Our Services for November - Month A

e 1st Sunday — 2"¢ November - Holy Communion, Elmstone, 10.30am

e 2nd Sunday — 9" November - Remembrance Service, Preston,
10.30am (No Communion)

e 3rd Sunday — 16" November - Holy Communion, Elmstone,
10.30am

Refreshments are normally served after all our Services.
Elizabeth Timms

Sandwich Local History Society

The monthly lectures are held in either the Delf Room or Grand Jury
Room of the Guildhall: 6.30 for 7pm.

On Thursday 13" November, Pat Wilson, Playwright and local historian,
will speak on A Forest of Flags: the scandalous Sandwich by-election of
1880.

Free to members. Non-Members £5. For more information see
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk

Michael Vaile
The Arts Society Sandwich

We meet upstairs at the Guildhall Sandwich on the first Monday evening
of the month (6.30 for a glass of wine, 7pm start). Our 2025 programme is
drawing to a close but details of our 2026 lectures are already on our
website or pick up one of our flyers. Guests are always welcome, £7 cash
at the door. Or purchase our handy guest tokens for an excellent saving -
£15 for three tokens.

3" November (Preceded by our AGM) Timothy Walker — Paradise Lost
and Found: 400 Years of Garden Design in Oxfordshire.

29



ASH SOCIETY

Next meeting

A talk by
Patricia Poole and Nala

“Guide Dogs for the Blind”
7.30pm
Ash Village Hall
Thursday 20™ November
All Welcome
Free entry

Avrit Anderson

.is coming to ASH!

Thursday 27* November 7.30 Ash Village Hall
Tickets :Members £10 Non Members £12

Tickets available: Please contact Julie on 07933 772 301 Ewail: m.l:uc“mn;?@hﬁntomotm
Ash Horticultural Soddg muklmtm(&nl
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Review: Hidden in Plain Sight

Discovering Architecture in Ash

A wonderful triple-whammy of an experience! The first showing in the
Community Coffee Morning presented displays of architects’ sketches,
roofing tiles and bricks through the ages, a demo of wattle and daub with
accumulating finishes crafted by the modern-day Ash King of Bricks
himself; together with a generous explanation from a real, live architect to
explain the application and evolution of all this construction through the
centuries. All decorated by display boards which captured photos of
examples taken of these features so that we could locate them ourselves.

We were seriously challenged to “get out there, on The Street and
SEARCH”! Well, that, was the noisy bit! Appetites thus whetted we
attended a quieter, even more sumptuous display three weeks later inside
the Ash Heritage Room. Lingering longer and with less pressure we could
interrogate the displays and knowledgeable “stewards” who were,
incredibly, knowledgeable. But then, they had written the guidebook! Here
we could all find out more about features on other peoples’ houses or
even our own. In some cases, visitors had been sent by their families, to
“fess up” yes, they were related even, to the graffiti-carvers from the
school room. History comes back to bite you boys! And they were boys at
the Cartwright School, at that time. But this bit of graffiti was actually
charming, after all the years had passed. Time, even, might look more
gently on the current graffiti display in the cathedral. But | don’t really
mind....as a convinced doodler myself, | know that doodling signifies that
thought is taking place inside excited brains.

Finally, to the third part: the self-guided tour, for which we were allotted
ten days, QR codes and 17 notices snap-locked to lamp standards,
railings and the like. Oooh! And don’t forget the guidebook, with full-colour
photographs. Inside this we were given sections on guttering and
brackets, ghost signs, Georgian facades, window bullseyes, boot
scrapers and even nuptial stones...no, that’s not a painful condition. This
guidebook is a gem in itself and at such a low cost it was almost a
giveaway ...in fact mine was because | had neither cash on the day nor a
card. I'll pay up later boss, honest!

So the challenge now on Ash residents, and strange visitors from afield
(Sandwich), was to leg it out onto The Street, mobile in hand, find the
notices, snap the QR code and link into the website which instantly gave
us the spiel and photos about the features. Yes, we did have 10 days to
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do this but like some other guilty folk | was doing it on the afternoon of the
last day. Eeek... but | was not the only one galloping about as the sun
started to go down. Others were too. Indeed we kept colliding and
bouncing off each other as we stalked about, mobiles in the air pointing
left and right and generally helping each other in our private searches.

Some folk were very excited to see their houses and features illustrated in
this way. Some were indignant however, that their much-loved decorated
gutters, with knobs on, were NOT featured! Indignity was pacified by a
suggestion that there will have to be, surely, the publication of volume no.
2. Please?

The only teeny, tiny fly in this experience was that there were a (very) few
positions where the QR code reveal did not always connect with the
proximity of the described features but that might have been my fault. So,
this did not detract from the star rating below.

Terrific congrats to The Team for the vision, the professionalism, the
inclusivity, the work, the challenge to Ash folk to get out there!

Star Rating: It has to be the max 5 STARS
Report by Your Secret Visitor
(They too-were.... Hidden in Plain Sight)

Creative Quiet Day

This was a new and exciting venture us, held at St Nicholas Church on
October 111,

Barbara Way began the time with a thoughtful yet simple focus on
creativity. She did a reading, a song and prayers with responses in the
Celtic style, which is very simple to understand but deeply focused on
faith in our everyday lives. We then quietly went to the art stations we felt
like joining or simply used the quiet times for reflection that is not usually
possible in our busy, noisy lives.

Twenty minutes before we finished, we came together again to share our
thoughts and achievements of the day. Again, Barbara had prepared a
simple liturgy to share in, we began singing the well-known chorus
"Father We Adore You" as a round. Then after a quiet time of
thanksgiving, we finished with the rousing song "We Shall Go Out with
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Joy and Be Led Forth with Peace" which seemed very appropriate after a
morning of shared, quiet activity.

Our next one will be in February when Spring leads from darkness into
light and Lent. Do hope more of you will think about joining us in this
wonderful building in Ash. Open to anyone across our Benefice.

Pat Coles

A meditative poem written on Creative Quiet Day

From the finding of a multi-coloured Autumn leaf and a plain smooth
stone

How often have you heard it - that well-known phrase or saying

'Turn over a new leaf’, 'Start again', 'Put aside the past!'?

And yet — we know that the past — my past — is no fly-past,

but a slow moving part of myself — of who | am — tiny in this universe so
vast.

If I turn the leaf I'm holding, I can find rough edges, many colours,
another part of who or what it is, of who [ am,

it's moment in time, touching for a moment, my moment in time.

| think of timeless moments — the brilliant and the awful and sublime
and here | am. What is my part in this old place and in the promised
pouring of new wine?

Does this empty ancient stone I'm yet to paint, mark nothing, or stuff too
raw as yet,

finding in some way, where 'timeless' touches the countless edges of
infinity ?

Do timeless moments take us onward — through the place of dark, beyond
catastrophe,

mark our link with heaven? Timeless moments on this earth - be part of
eternity?

The ancient stone, cold to touch and hard, or cool upon a fevered brow,
where timeless moments touch in strength, eternity with here and now,
the mystery profound; we offer our search,our journey, the timeless
moments of our soul
within us, dear God, inspire our sad and joyful times, and make us truly
whole.

Bawrbowa Wavy
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Garden Jottings for November

So, autumn colours are rather late in appearing in mid-October this year. |
believe this is due to the rather mild but really misty and moist weather
and lack of sunshine of late.

Even so it is really time to insulate the greenhouse if you have not had the
foresight to accomplish this important task before now. Add a small heater
to keep the temperature above freezing but not to heat it up. Clean the
glass inside and out before adding bubble wrap to let in as much light as
possible. Do however opened the door and louvres on clement days to
avoid fungal infections taking hold.

Clean pots trays and labels and tidy up the shed and greenhouse. Clean
and sharpen tools and mower giving some oil to prevent rust. Book a
service for the mower. Remove and drain hose pipes and store
undercover along with canes and stakes taken out as plants are cut back,
unless they are attractive or have seed heads for the birds, remembering
to keep feeding them through the colder months after cleaning bird
feeders, tables and baths. Birds are useful allies in the garden but if you
are sporadic in feeding they waste energy flying to empty feeders, but if
they get used to regular feeding they will keep aphids and caterpillars at
bay in springtime when visiting the garden.

Keep raking leaves off the lawn to avoid yellowing the grass. Leaves that
have been shredded or passed through the mower, set high, will rot down
quickly when added to the compost heap with any plant matter you have
removed from the borders. Leaves can be heaped over the crowns of
tender plants such as Dahlia when they have been cut back if you like to
leave them in the ground over winter.

Runner beans should be removed and any large pods that were left
among the tendrils kept to dry for next year's planting. The poles should
also be stored undercover. Bean plants can be chopped small and
composted roots can be left in situ until a thorough dig is completed as
they fix nitrogen in the soil.

After clearing any vacant plots spread compost over them and let the
worms pull it into the ground. Complete Narcissi planting and carry on
with Tulips. Plant deeply and where permanently planting in borders,
place them extra deeply to avoid cutting them when digging the bed when
tidying. Mulch to suppress weeds and add humus to the soil. Look out for
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seedlings as you go and pot them up or transplant them elsewhere in the
garden.

Plant fruit trees, peach, plum, almond and cherry which flower and fruit
earlier than apples and pears which can be planted later. Give bare-
rooted items a good soak for at least an hour in a bucket of water. Plant in
a large hole with well-rotted manure or compost added spreading the
roots out and firming in well placing the stake in first to avoid damaging
the roots and tying it in securely. Remember to water freely in dry periods
and through the next year.

This is also the best month to plant roses providing the ground is not icy
as described previously, adding mycorrhizal powder or bone meal to the
base of the hole to aid rooting and good health.

All currants, raspberries gooseberries and rhubarb will benefit from
manure or at least some homemade compost mulch. Do spread this
around plants not up the stems as it could cause stems to rot off. Spread
it where the roots grow outwards from the plants. Blackcurrants should
have a third of their old wood cut away to encourage new wood to form
which will carry next year's fruit.

Evergreen shrubs are easy to take cuttings from. Elaeagnus, Skimmia,
Euonymus, Dwarf Hebes and Ivy, especially if variegated varieties, are so
useful to add to pots and tubs with Pansies Polyanthus and Cyclamen for
a bright display from winter into spring. Small containers of these cuttings
when planted up with small Cyclamen make lovely indoor arrangements
and can be given as gifts, as can bulbs planted earlier for indoor use in
bulb glasses or pots. These should be slowly brought out into the light
when bulbs are 2-3 inches high. Keep Hyacinths in a cool room until
flower buds start to appear then gradually move them to a suitable
position to bloom.

Plant up seedlings of lettuce and parsley grown last month. Plant onion
and garlic sets, though | find it just as satisfying to plant these out in
March. Only plant if the ground is not too wet or frost. Trim back all herbs
and pot up mint to keep in the greenhouse for use in the winter.

With autumn winds and rain, any tall or straggly roses or shrubs should
be shortened now to avoid wind rocking them loose in the ground. It is
wise to firm soil around all large plants, trees and shrubs and check
stakes and ties are secure.
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Sprouts and other brassicas need to be firmly set into the ground. Also,
sprouts should be picked from the bottom upwards, not forgetting the top
growth which makes a delicious green vegetable.

If a frost is expected it is a good idea to gather tender flowers such as
Dahlias, Roses and Salvias and bring them indoors adding some small
sprays of foliage to enjoy the last vestiges of summer.

Hedges should be tided now, don't forget to make the top narrower than
the bottom and mulch the roots. Even grass mowings can be used here.
Watch out for brambles, Ivy or wild Roses which will engulf hedges in a
short time and should be removed at the base, | believe birds must clean
their beaks and drop the seeds below.

Although Chrysanthemums will go right into winter and give attractive
sprays of flower in the border, it is quite an interesting challenge to grow a
large specimen bloom. This can be achieved by removing all the
secondary buds very carefully from the main central bud, tying the stem to
a cane as the bloom can become quite large and heavy. This practise is
best done in a bed or pot in a separate place, maybe in the vegetable
garden area. Dahlias can also be treated in this way to grow some “show
blooms” to cut for indoor use.

At the end of November cut some sprays of berried holly and keep in a
bucket of water for Christmas decoration indoors. Keep the greenery cool
maybe in a shed or garage away from predatory birds!

Look for winter flowering sweet smelling shrubs to use near a door or
pathway. It is an idea to plant into a large pot or tub so it can be moved
around to swap with others as the seasons change. Witch Hazel,
Viburnum Bodnantese, Daphne Odorata and Wintersweet and Sarcocca
are all good subjects and can be pruned to keep a small neat shape or
transplanted into the garden. They can be underplanted with Snowdrops,
Crocus and Dwarf Iris and can be enjoyed without bending down to see
their delicate beauty.

Lastly, when you have a bonfire to clear up all your prunings and woody

cuttings, be sure to check that the hedgehog is not hibernating inside.
Good gardening.

Christine Broww, President, Ash Horticultuwral Society
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Stories From the Archives (67)
Lightning strike at Moat Farm

Charles Rowe Spratt was very much a local man, known by many in Ash, as
were all the Spratts who lived and worked in Ash, Wingham and Staple.
Charles’ grandfather, James, also hailed from Ash and doubtless Charles, too,
would have been born in this parish in 1848 had his unmarried mother,
Elizabeth, not given birth to him in the Eastry Poor Law Union Workhouse,
which since 1834 had catered for Ash as well as a dozen or so other parishes.

Elizabeth eventually married Charles’ father, James Rowe, and in the custom
of the time for illegitimate children Charles was known by either surname —
Rowe or Spratt - during his childhood, most of which was spent growing up in
a cottage at Mount Ephraim close to the ancient mill, together with his siblings.
It wasn’t to be long before he took on the work of his father and grandfather
when he started as a farm boy.

Aged 20, Charles married Sarah Ann Chandler who worked in service in the
parish of Woodnesborough. The wedding took place in St Mary’s church there
in March 1869 and the young couple settled into the cottage next door to his
parents’ family.

Charles and Sarah were to live their entire married life at Mount Ephraim and -
apart from his very early years with his mother and grandfather at Groves
Park, Staple - Charles spent his whole life there. Large families were the order
of the day in Victorian times and although it was not unusual for a labourer’s
cottage to house eight or ten children or more, reaching fourteen was
somewhat less common! However, Charles and Sarah’s brood did indeed
reach that number in 1890, although some of the elder ones, such as Charlie
junior, William, Alf and Tom, had flown the nest by that time, leaving Fred,
John, Ellen, Kate, Amy, Lizzie, Rose, Frank, Arthur and baby Robert (and their
parents!) to fit in as best they could.

As a farm labourer in his late 40s, Charles was employed at Moat Farm, itself
very close to Mount Ephraim, and on a humid August afternoon in 1896 he
was working in a field there with his brother James and Thomas Burvill, both of
New Street. At twenty minutes to three the thundery atmosphere gave way to
rain and before long a downpour had developed into a severe storm, requiring
the three men to run for shelter. James dashed to the nearest ditch where he
found protection under some boughs, at least one of the others making for a
nearby tree. The rain persisted, forcing the men to remain where they were
and after a quarter of an hour a frightening burst of loud thunder right overhead
immediately followed a lightning flash. Disconcerted and “confused” - or scared
out of his wits? — James rushed away looking for better cover.
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A further fifteen minutes elapsed before the weather relented and James made
for the field again. He found Burvill rather wet but none the worse for wear and
they looked around for Charles. Imagine their shock when they spotted him
lying under the tree he had relied upon for shelter, clearly quite dead. The tree
itself now exhibited a large gash where the lightning had struck it. Confronted
by the sudden loss of his own brother, what a task James now faced in relating
the news to Sarah and her many children! Charles had not only been a
husband and father, of course, but the breadwinner for his large family.

The thunder storm had occurred immediately above the village and the
lightning had done damage elsewhere. According to the memory of one
villager who recalled the incident nearly 60 years later, some brewery workers
were knocked down by a lightning bolt in the churchyard and the church itself
was also struck.

The following afternoon an inquest was held over the body laid before the jury
in the Red Lion Inn. Poor James described the tragedy as best he could and
the Deputy County Coroner, Henry Fielding, directed the jury to find the only
possible verdict: “deceased had met his death by being struck by lightning.”
Charles was laid to rest in St Nicholas’ churchyard a few days later by Rev'd
Albert Pritchard, the curate here at Ash and in entering the burial in the parish
register he squeezed into the margin a tiny, scribbled note: “Killed by lightning
at The Moat.”

Sarah struggled on at Mount Ephraim for years afterwards, her eldest sons
remaining single and continuing to work locally themselves at the brewery and
as farm labourers, although Arthur became a butcher. The dreaded
workhouse was avoided and even by the 1920s at least four of her sons and a
daughter had remained single and lived with her in their Mount Ephraim
cottage. In the same week that Sarah and Charles would have marked their
56" wedding anniversary, Sarah breathed her last at the age of 78 and was
lowered into her late husband’s grave on 16" March 1925. Her widowhood
had exceeded the length of her marriage, which had produced fourteen
children in 27 years, not all of whom survived childhood and around half of
whom never married, at least one living until the 1970s. Quite a record. And
one can be sure that each grew up with a healthy respect for the danger of
lightning as well as adhering to that familiar adage that all parents once
passed on to their children: “Never, ever shelter under a tree in a
thunderstorm!”

Parish registers and census returns have been among the sources used.
Contemporary press coverage has been augmented by reminiscences
collected by Ash Old Companions in 1952, held in the St Nicholas’ parish
collection cared for at Canterbury Cathedral Archives.

Peter Ewout
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GIBBONS GAS
PLUMBING AND HEATING pea

) Boiler Servicing (¥ Gas Safety Inspections
& Boiler Installations @ Emergency Call-Out

& 07706 472707 - Call Anytime

593 info@gibbonsgas.co.uk
@ www.gibbonsgas.co.uk

0O ¢

Farthings The Forstal, Preston, Canterbury, CT3 1DR

LENNY
CLARK

SPEAKER, GUIDE, MUSICIAN

Do you need a speaker for your club
or similar?

| give slide show presentations on
either Canterbury Cathedral or
Canterbury City. | am an official
guide for both.

I can also offer 60s music just myself
and guitar no backing tracks . Ideal
for care homes or small clubs.

TEL 07745 831077
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Gardening Services

A friendly and hardworking Professional For Help In Your Garden Please Contact
Gardener with 16+ years of hands on experience
in managing and maintaining gardens to the hua "Wood
highest standard foston
A wide range of knowledge and experience in 07572154280
Horticulture and holder of multiple
qualifications locksidenursery@yahoo.com

Experienced in all aspects of gardening and
happy to help with your gardening needs

foot fine care

Fully qualified, experienced and insured foot health practitioners

We provide professional mobile foot care services

Routine foot + nail care Hard skin removal Corns
Thick nails Verrucas Fungal nails
Cracked heels Ingrown nails Nail bracing
Diabetic footcare NeuroVascular assessments Footcare advice

We also provide micro suction €3FWax removal

07526355488 footfinecare@gmail.com www.footfinecare.com
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HOW CAN I HELP?
Companionship and Befriending for a relative

If vou need support for any of the below (or related), from someone who is honest,
trustworthy and reliable with excellent references to support you, [ can help.

I have 18 years of professional experlence with all ages and difficulties, from birth to
adults and have been a foster carer in my previous career (DBS up to date)

*walking companion

*Driving, shopping/cooking housework/errands

*Support with interests/hobbies and light gardening

*Dog walking/pet sitting

*1 alse have good listening and commaurnication skills to assist individuals with emotional suppert
and [ife skills

*Tuping for or reading to (Advecacy support)

I beliave In bullding positive lHalsons with parents/guardians to meet the needs of any
individual.

Hourly rates are negotiable either through direct payments or privately.

Please call Ann 07793811462

Fresh from the Farm!

Visit our local farm shop for
Farm Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Plants, Shrubs, Composts &
Terracotta Pots.

Quality home grown and
local produce.

Open 7 dayvs a week throughout the vear

Jasletts —

White Mill
FARM - SHOP

Ash Road, Sandwich Tel: 01304 617576
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LITTLEOAK SERVICES LTD

All your gardening needs

Professional Gardening services < . 4

Family run business established since 2002

Garden Maintenance
Hedge reshaping
Small tree pruning
Garage & shed
Clearance

Planting

Japanese knotweed
Treatment

weed killing spray
Scarifying

Garden clearance
Lawn Maintenance
' Carpet bedding

' Blade Sharpening
Garden machinery
maintenance

Many more services provided...

Visit our website...
www . littleoakservicesltd.com

Contact us for an enquiry/ quote on either
littleoakservices@outlook.com

07849092322
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Celebrating 52 years
as an independent

N N
Insurance Broker
B R I D G E S 1972-2024

INSURANCE

Have you been with the same insurer for a long time, perhaps it is time for a
review?

We specialise in:

-BUSINESS - PROPERTY — CHARITY = CHURCH - HIGH-NET WORTH -

Contact the team for a quotation today.

01843 293614
www.bridges.insure
enquiries@bridges.insure

Bridges Insurance Brokers
1 Ozengell Place
Eurokent Business Park. Ramsgate Kent
CT126PB

‘With us it’s personal’

43



KITCHENS, BEDROOMS, BATHROOMS

Restore, Re-build, Revive

with a simple makeover or a full refurbishment. Always a professional finish
tailored to your lifestyle.

David Watson

dedicated local fitter and skilled multi-trader
% Free Quotes, Fully Insured
% Fensa registered, DBS checked
% CHECKATRADE approved
Tel: 01304 351095
Mob: 07828116392

Email: building@handyhomemaintenance.co.uk

For all those jobs you never have time to do

ROBINSOIN MOTORS

White Mill, Ash Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JB
garage(@robinson-motors.co.uk

Telephone: 01304 611719

Car Servicing and Repairs.
MOT Testing.
Car Tuning and Diagnostic Centre.
Tyre Fitting and Puncture Repairs.
Air Conditioning Recharge and Maintenance.

Bosch Car Service Centre.
www.robinson-motors.co.uk
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ashprof)-ertycare

Property Maintenance Specialist

Local specialist covering GREG HARRIS
all aspects of property

: : 01304 813572
maintenance and repair,
from shelving to full 07721000222
bathroom installations FREE ADVICE,
and everything inbetween. FREE QUOTES

R.H. OVENDEN LTD

Waste Recycling & Building Supplies
Sharp Sand, Building Sand, Cement, Ballast, Type1 Sub Base, Shingle,
and Recycled Aggregates all available bagged or loose.
FREE TIP for clean concrete and hardcore, other wastes are chargeable.
Delivery and Collection Monday to Friday 7-5pm and Saturday by request.
WE NOW DO SKIPS TOO! PLEASE RING FOR A QUOTE.

Pike Rd Ind. Est, Eythormne CT154BL Tel: 01304 830840 or 01304 842100

Carinya Landscapes

40 Years’ Experience of Creating Beautiful Gardens.
Specialists in All Aspects of Hard Landscaping.
Micro Digger for Hire with Driver
Patios - Ponds - Block Paving - Decking - Fencing - Terracing
All Types of Brickwork - No Job Too Large or Small - Fully
Insured
For a Free Estimate Contact Mick Parsons.
Tel 01304 813726 Mobile: 07801 694161
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Registered Member of
The British Association of
Foot Health Professionals

ME \1BLR OF

THE SMAE INSTITUTE

Sally Roberts pipe. mcet. marp.

Foot Health Practitioner >
Vlsmng Practice | ‘-
Ashwood Farmhouse &
Mill Lane TR Telephone: 01227 Z31,181~ <
Preston ' Mobile: 07952 961694
Kent CT13 THG Emall sallyshomefootcare@gmaul.tpm |

Stephen Smith

QUALIFIED PAINTER and DECORATOR
Est. 1992

INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR
PAPERHANGING A SPECIALITY
FOR A PROFESSIONAL EFFICIENT SERVICE

TELEPHONE (01303) 272832
MOBILE 07766 036608
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Wright & Shadwell

FINAMCIAL MANAGEMENT

For a free personal and business financial consultation please call
Karen Wright or email info@wrightshadwell.co.uk

# [Investments & Savings

#% Retirement Planning The Heathers
& |HT & Succession Planning E'mi}:?gaahi‘gfsﬁc::
#&  Pension Sharing on Divorce Kent CT3 1HH
& [Family Protection T 01227 722922
#&  Overall Holistic Advice F 01227 722905

Tony Wells

Your local professional
mole catcher

Cost-effective traditional mole control
No Mole - No Fee e Free Survey e Fully Insured

01304 611090 / 07518 949587

J. Dilnot Smith & Son

Funeral Directors
Belle Vue, Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough and
184 Gladstone Road, Walmer, Deal
PERSONALATTENTION
Pre-paid funeral Plans
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 01304 812300 Day or Night
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Chandler & Dunn Ltd

Home of the Goldstone Herd of Sussex Cattle
Goldstone, Ash, Kent CT3 2DY
(Cop Street and Goldstone Junction off the A257)
Prime Beef, Lamb & Pork
Locally produced the natural way
For enquiries and shop opening times please contact us on:
Tel: 01304-814245
Email: butcherv@chandleranddunn.co.uk
www.chandleranddunn.com

SOLID ROOFING

ROOFING SPECIALISTS

DARREN CROASDALE

DAZ2105(@ICcLOUD.COM
WWW.SOLIDROOFING.CO. UK

LODGE LEES FARM HOUSE 07535615535

DENTON CT4 6NS
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@ Ash Cartwright and Kelsey Church of England (Aided) Primary School @
* Achieve * Create ® Know

We have a STRONG history and a STRONG future

The school has served the village of Ash for nearly 300 years, we are proud of our purpose-built school — we

offer
e A caring community of teachers and staff  * A modern building
» A modern building * Extensive grounds
» Spacious learning environments * Mursery to year 6
s Innovative EYFS unit * Breakfast and after school clubs

OFSTED ‘Good’ school September 2019
‘Pupils are positive about their school...work is challenging but rewarding’

‘A place where everyone is welcome and cared for’
Contact the school office on 01304 812539 or email office@ashckschool.org

SOUTH EAST ROOFING SERVICES
01304 820724 — 07747746407
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PITCHED & FLAT ROOFS & REPAIRS
WWW.SEROOFINGKENT.CO.UK

SANDWICH CARS

PRIVATE HIRE CARS

01304 617424

- AIR Fax: 01304 614157

- ANY DISTANCE
= LONDON & THEATRE TRIPS AVAILABLE ;
Web: www.sandwichcars.co.uk = Email: sandwichcars@tlscalo oo.uk
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www. L hanetPlumbing co.u

James Braund

Local, Reliable Gas Engineer and General Plumber
Dripping Taps to Full Heating and Boiler Installs

Tel: 07876 595029
Email: thanetplumbingl@gmail.com

Based in Ware, covering all surrounding areas

cmaétradem

Before you use them

T. PETTMAN
CLOCKMAKER
SPECIALIST IN ANTIQUE CLOCK
RESTORATION AND REPAIR

Daytime Evening
07860 498963 01843 825050

Nick Hassall Joinery
| make anything from wood.
Internal and external joinery, furniture, windows, stairs,
kitchens, all to suit new and old buildings.
Call me for a free quotation and to see examples of my
waork.
Email to nickhassall@gmail.com or call on 07815 179251
(based in Staple).
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Wingham Country Market

CT31JW

01227 720567

On the A257 between Ash and Wingham
Open 7 days a week

Family-run farm shop stocking a complete range of fresh
fruit, vegetables, salads and herbs

Over 800 organic products including fresh vegetables
from our family-run farm

Extensive range of vegan and
special-diet foods

Competitively-priced ready to burn
logs, coal and Calor gas. Logs
delivered to your door in nets, bulk

bags or tipper loads
Well-stocked garden centre,
Christmas trees available in
December
_ Company:
Home and business deliveries wingnam Cauntry Market
avai] a.ble Certificate No: WS5705/00001
NEW GARDEN SHOP NOW OPEN

Website: www.winghamcountrymarket@live.co.uk
Email: winghamcountrymarket@live.co.uk
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OIL BOILER SERVICE
www.oilboilerskent.co.uk
Friendly Family Business
Prompt Professional Service
Sensible Prices /
Fully Qualified & Insured

For Routine Service or Emergency Breakdown Contact

P & VQUENBY LTD
01227 760428

Sarah Hayward GCC,MCA, C of C
McTimoney Chiropractor

e Back, Neck & Shoulder Pain e Sports Injury

Gentle e  Pain & Stiffness - Joints & Bones ¢  Pregnancy

& e  Migraine e Muscular aches & pains
Effective
Tel: 07778703373 53 Chequer Lane, Ash (Also based in Canterbury)

www.sarah-hayward.co.uk

WESTMARSH
VILLAGE HALL

www.WestmarshVillageHall.orguk /& \

Perfect for parties and events!
All-inclusive hire cost

(hall, kitchen, ample parking &
and large outdoor grassed area)

bookings@WestmarshVillageHall.org.uk
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Tracey Miles

Chartered Physiotherapists
Overland Farm Clinic

£ ] ;z:‘ - @
nt Ash, Canterbury

CTsg 2LF
A AposHealth’  rresrarine
enisndy ApotTen DISABLED ACCESS
CERTIFIED PROVIDER

BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE

Physiotherapy for
Joint, Spinal & Muscle Pain
Women's Health Specialist
Men's Health Specialist
Pre & Post Baby Checks
Pilates - One to One and Classes
AposHealth® for Knee & Hip Pain

Find us on To book an appointment:
Facebook Call: 01304 813408

email: admin@traceymilesphysio.com
Website: https://www.traceymilesphysio.com/

Physiotherapy
Treating the cause not just the symptoms




ASH PHYSIOTHERAPY
& SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

; Chartered Physiotherapists with a special interest in...
/Jl Acupunciure

Back & Neck Pain

Chronic Pain

Dizziness & Balance Disorders

Headaches

Hypermobility

Joint Problems

Sports Injuries & Rehabilitation

For a consultation please: THE OLD COACH HOUSE
Phone: 01304 813596 38 THE STREET
Email: ashphvsiotherapvi@ gmail.com ASHCT3 2ZEW

www.ashphvsiotherapv.co.uk

hpc-

Specialising in:

Traditional Brickwork

Plastering

HUGH COOKE LTD Building
BUILDERS ~ ASH Roo.ﬁng

Est. 1991

Extensions

Renovations
A Guilds
"‘;UL" Qualified

Rose Cottage, Cop Street, Ash, t. 01304 813791
Canterbury, Kent CT32DL  m. 07970 601926

L€<<
Ueees
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For regular or one-off cleaning in
your home, office or church

Tel: 01227 277033
Quality Cleaning with Care

www.supermaids.co.uk info@supermaids.co.uk

Half Price Carpet Cleaning

My Nname is Perry, and my wife Marina
and | run ACS Carpet Cleaning, a local
family run business established for 20
yvears, with 1L000's of happy clients.

wWwe would love to welcome
you as a valued client too.
That's why | created my
extremely popular

HALF PRICE INTRODUCTORY OFFER.

EFree Quote
— 1I'll wisit you and see what

needs to be done. Il carry out a few qguick
tests and leave you with a written gquote that
includes mvy half price introductory offer.

ite and friemdly and Lowr service
1s excellewnmit. MM carpets Loolke a A v Sihe bnt

better. ' vere] pleased. Mirs Simmons, Ash.

To book a quote call 01304 381165
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CROCODILE
LANDSCAPES 1981

DOES YOUR GARDEN OR HOUSE MEED ATTENTIOMN?

FOR YOUR GARDEN WE OFFER
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
NEW LAYOUTS AND ALTERATIONS

FOR YOUR HOME
ALL GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND P‘RGMPT
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

. 07518763362

R EVEMIMNGS 01304812256
the bite out of your projec

East Kent Mole Catcher
No Mole - No Fee

Your local mole catcher, based in Ash, covering all local towns and
villages.

Offering mole control for your lawns, gardens & paddocks. Public liability
insurance.

Call/Text

East Kent Mole Catcher 07876 686543
Email - molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com
molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 3

- -

Jewellery you'll love, service you'll appreciate

Tivrre SIS vod. %{()e//e/w

o Crtigece Ko Modern Secoellepy

e Jetorereorcere ~ Tfirtesoes coreed Clereton

- . ll"l 'll”l//l”,l'/-(/,f'lllov ,(/;,/" '/I(’t\’l"/
E Sreortborokig JSerocces . Coadlabile

S eeloveetiorrew ~ Frereles VN Eleerrrre

.[.,S Tel/Fax: 01304 617700

\ BIA 88 King Street Sandwich Kent CT13 98Y

Workshop on the premises

¥ Buy online at

www.jewellersinkent.com
KBl iiithook  Www.facebook.com/kimwoodjewellers
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=¥ St Faith’s

PREP SCHO Ol

RATED ‘EXCELLENT”

Excellence is everywhere
at St Faith’s Prep School &
Nursery in the heart of

the Kent countryside.

Find out more!

THE GOOD
SCHOOLS
LS GUIDE
> REVIEWED!

GARY MOSS
NEY SWEEP
CALL 01304 271053

CALL 07928230007
ICS Registered Member
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sh Ideal Venue for all your Events and Children's Parties

|Ilage Available for Hire -
p— Hall with Stage, PA and Hearing Loop

all Meeting Room with Tea Bar
Bookings - 07947 832807 Fully Equipped Kitchen
www.ashvillagehall.org.uk Disabled Access
K] facebook.com/ashvillagehall
Library at Ash Vlllage Hall Books - Information
During opening hours tel: 01304 812440 Free Internet Access
Monday 11.30 - 1300 & 14.00 - 17.00 www.kent.gov.uk/libs

Tuesday 09.30 - 13.00
Wednesday 09.30 - 14.00
Thursday Closed

Friday 11.30 - 17.00
Saturday 09.00 - 14.00
Sunday Closed
River Chimney Sweep

Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep

Other services include:
Stove Installation: Chimney liners
Bird cowls: Chimney Repointing
Stove servicing & repairs
Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081
Mob: 07971 699220
www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk \

Registered OFTEC Stove Installer
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MARK JONES TREE SURGERY

A full range of Arboricultural Operations undertaken
including:
¢ Planting and re-instatement schemes
e Remedial Tree Surgery
¢ Planning Advice (TPO and Conservation Area)

o Work carried out to BS3998:2010, Forestry Safety
Council & Arboricultural Association guidelines
e Fully Insured, qualified and NPTC certificated staff

Tel: 01304 614652
Mobile: 07956 994601

email: mark@markjonestreesurgery.co.uk
www.markjonestreesurgery.co.uk

GUILTON
GARAGEY

MOEDR ISDLSTRY
’ COOLOF MAC
Sorvies and Repar

FORC ﬁ #RMI
td.

* 4 WHEEL e LIGHT VEHICLE
ALIGNMENT REPAIRS

 AIR CONDITIONING * BRAKES

e SERVICING * TYRES

» DIAGNOSTICS * EXHAUSTS

e BATTERIES * SUSPENSION

Tel: 01304 812630 www.guiltonforge.co.uk
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Sandwich

Coarse Fisher

& WATERSIDE CAFE

SEVEN STUNNING COARSE FISHING LAKES WITH LARGE
RANGE OF SPECIMEN FISH

TACKLE SHOP AND ROD HIRE

WATERSIDE CAFE SERVING HOT AND COLD FOOD AND
SNACKS

CARAVAN SITE WITH SPACIOUS GRASS PITCHES & HARD
STANDING AVAILABLE

@ 07936 409012
® Sandwach Ash Road (A257) CT3 20A
@ wwwsandwichiakes co.uk

Premier

Amazing value

Poparound — Ash
The right price food store for all your local needs,
Including Pay Zone & Pay Point services

Groceries; off-licence; bakery; newspapers and magazines; hot food and
drinks; dry-cleaning; health and national lottery; fax and copy services;
home delivery; stationary; and more

Open 6.30am-10pm daily
Shop: 01304 812251 Evri delivery
31 The Street, Ash, Canterbury

Canterbury Pottery
( Opposite the Cathedral. Est. 1963)
Hand made stoneware pottery for the home & garden,
all in our own sumptuous glazes.
Special commissions undertaken. Free delivery to Ash area.
Tel: 01227 452608. Visit our Studio Showrooms or
www.canterburypottery.com




