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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 
Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community Community Warden, Kerry Skirrow  07977 982184 

wwwwww..kkeenntt..ggoovv..uukk//ccoommmmuunniittyywwaarrddeennss 
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 
Ash Neighbourhood Watch 
Josh Coombs 07546 212154  
Crime Stoppers     0800 555111 

   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council    08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 

District Councillors:  
Cllr Trevor Bartlett     07980 300084 
cllr-trevor.bartlett@dover.gov.uk 
Cllr Martin Porter    07733 111334 
cllr-martin.porter@dover.gov.uk 

   Sir Roger Gale MP    01843 848588 
suzy@galemail.com 
Ash Parish Council    07398 584 053 
clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk 

   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries   07947 832807 

Environmental Health    01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 
Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury  01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 
Education  Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s Prep School   01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology College  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 
Times can be tough. There’s always someone you can talk to 24/7. 
The Samaritans: call 116 123 or visit samaritans.org 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 
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Magazine Subscription  
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine!  
To arrange a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873 or email 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com 
 
Front cover  
A misty sunrise in Sloughbottom 
Park on the outskirts of Norwich. 
My favourite stand of trees - 
always silhouetted against the 
sky. Pat Coles.  

 

Contacts 
Clergy 
Reverend Caroline Turvey 
01304 812296 
Churchwarden 
Jacqueline Wilkinson 
ash_chwarden@thecanonrybenefice.org.uk 

 
Benefice Administration 
Beth Barber 
admin@thecanonrybenefice.org.uk 
 
Share Your News 
Email copy for the next magazine 
edition by Thursday 13th November 
to rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 
post hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash. 
 
Advertise in the Parish 
Magazine  
Reasonable rates and a loyal 
readership 
Send advertising enquiries to 
ashpm.ads@gmail.com  
 
 

Publisher’s note: 
This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We welcome 
items from individuals and local 
organisations. All items should come 
with a note of the contributor’s name. 
The editor reserves the right both to edit 
and not to publish anything she 
receives. Items on church matters do 
not represent the official position of the 
Church of England. 
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What’s On   
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall is hosted by 
The Chequer Inn Ash Society on Saturday 1st November from 10am-
12noon. See poster page 12. 
 
CHILDREN are invited to a Light Party on Saturday 1st November at St 
Nicholas Church, Ash. 2-4pm. See poster page 6 for details. 
 
ASH BOWLING CLUB Quiz on Saturday 1st November - Tables of 8, £5 
per head. 6.30pm for a 7pm start. See page 25 for details. 
 
HAPPY HOUR at Elmstone Church (or in Church Meadow if the weather 
is fine) will be held on Friday 7th November from 6.30pm. For more 
Elmstone news, see page 28. 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH. Saturday 8th November. 9am-noon at St 
Nicholas Church, Ash. Join volunteers to maintain the church grounds.  
 
ASH WITH WESTMARSH WI meet at Ash Village Hall on November 13th 
2.30pm. The speaker will be Fiona Beddow on ‘Why We Need Girl Heroes’. 
See report page 23. 
 
ASH CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION cash bingo night on Saturday 15th 
November, Ash village hall from 6.15pm. Admission £6/children £3. For 
tickets call Marion on 07468 306358. 
 
THE ASH SOCIETY’S first meeting of the 2025/2026 season will be held 
at  7.30pm on Thursday 20th November, with a talk entitled, 'Guide Dogs 
for the Blind' by Patricia Poole at the Ash Village Hall. See page 30. 
 
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meet on Thursday 27th November at 
7.30pm to hear Arit Anderson: Nature as Nurture: Can Gardens Heal the 
World. See page 30 for details.  
 
AGE CONCERN SANDWICH hosts a Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 
29th November from 11am-4pm with Santa’s Grotto, competitions, mulled 
wine, food and drinks as well as artisan craft stalls. 
 
ASH ADVENT EVENTS begin on Sunday November 30th with a tractor 
parade and Christmas lights switch on at Pound Corner. See page 20 for 
details.  
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Church Services for November 
 
Saturday 1st November 
Light Party 2-4pm, St Nicholas, Ash - Fun activities for children 
 
Sunday 2nd November 
Holy Communion 9am Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
Holy Communion 10.30am Elmstone Church 
Family Worship 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash 
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Mary's Nonington 
Scouts Anniversary Service 2.15pm, St Nicholas, Ash 
All Souls Service 4pm St Nicholas, Ash 
 
Sunday 9th November Remembrance Services  
Holy Communion 9am All Saints, Chillenden 
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash 
Family Worship no communion 10.30am St Mildred's, Preston 
Breakfast Church 9.30am St. Mary's Nonington 
Remembrance 3pm Ware/Westmarsh memorial 
 
Sunday 16th November 
Holy Communion 9am Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
Holy Communion 9am St Nicholas, Ash 
Service of the word 10.30am Elmstone Church 
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash 
 
Sunday 23rd November 
Holy Communion 9am All Saints, Chillenden 
Holy Communion 10.30am St. Nicholas, Ash 
NEW: Walk Church, 1.45pm, gather at Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
 
Sunday 30th November 
5th Sunday Benefice Service with Holy Communion, 10.30am Elmstone  
Advent Carol Service, 6.30pm, Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
 
Private Prayer 
Churches are open at the following times: 
St Nicholas, Ash             All week 9.30am to 3pm 
Holy Cross, Goodnestone      All week in daylight hours 
St Mary’s Nonington     All week in daylight hours 
All Saints, Chillenden     Weekends 10am-5pm 
All Saints, Stourmouth  All week in daylight hours 

Other churches 
can be unlocked 
upon request. 
Please note 
services may be 
taking place 
during this time. 
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Parish Register 
Funerals 
Brian Marston, St Nicholas Church, Ash - 5th November, 12.30 
Peter Berrisford, St Nicholas, Ash, 12th September 
Wedding 
Stephy Thomas and William Bainbridge, Elmstone Church, 27th 
September 
 
Harvest Collection 
Many thanks to all who donated so generously to our collection for the 
Salvation Army in Margate to mark the season of harvest. This year we 
were asked to donate food that could be put in ‘grab’ bags and handed 
out to the homeless in the Margate area. Once again, the Ash community 
stepped up and we were delighted to take a car full of donations to the 
Salvation Army. The volunteers were so grateful and have asked that 
their most grateful thanks be passed on to all who donated so generously. 

Jenny Taylor 

 
What is Walk Church?  
It is a time of walking, talking, praying, reflecting, whilst in nature - with 
others and with God. If you find church on a Sunday morning, or in a big 
building, a little tricky, then why not give this a go.  
 
Walk Church is an established group which meets once a month on a 
Sunday afternoon and it's coming to Goodnestone. We are hoping to then 
run this bi-monthly across our Benefice of 7 churches. So please come 
along and be part of a new worshipful walk with others. And have some 
delicious cake and tea afterwards. If you would like more information, 
please contact canonryvicar@gmail.com 
 
Warm Space @ St Nics 
At St Nicholas church we are gearing up for winter by offering a Warm, 
Welcome and FREE Space to everyone in our community each week 
starting on Thursday 13th November. 
 
We are one of thousands of Warm Welcome Spaces across the UK. 
Together, these community spaces bring connection, friendship, and 
human warmth, helping people feel less isolated and lonely and boosting 
wellbeing.  

Continued over 
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We will be open every Thursday 11am-2pm. Warm Space @ StNics will 
offer a warm friendly welcome, free tea/coffee and a mug of hot 
homemade soup with a cheese roll.  Don’t be alone this winter, come and 
meet new and old friends! 
 
We would like everyone to know that this is available and open to all, so 
please help us to spread the word - help others you know who would 
appreciate some company to find our Warm Space and come along for a 
cuppa and a chat yourself. 
 
Our Village Warm Space relies on the generosity of volunteers and 
donors to keep our doors open to everyone who needs support this 
winter. So, we’re calling on you. If you have some time, and would like to 
get involved, we would gladly welcome more volunteers, subject to our 
church safeguarding regulations. Volunteering is rewarding and fulfilling. 
It’s an opportunity to see first-hand the real value that spaces like ours 
can have on people’s lives.  This is a great project for our community. For 
further information please get in touch with our Pastoral Team via email: 
asnpteam1@gmail.com 
 
You can find out more via the Warm Welcome Campaign’s interactive 
map www.warmwelcome.uk/find-a-space#map  

Rev Caroline Turvey 
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Parish Letter 
As Autumn’s mists and mellow fruitfulness fall into the wintriness of 
November, we move into what is widely known as the ‘month of 
Remembrance’. In the Christian tradition, All Saints Day and All Souls 
Day fall on the 1st and 2nd, the latter dedicated to remembering our 
deceased loved ones. The month of November provides a period for 
reflection, prayer, and gratitude for those who have died, both those 
known to us and in memory of the military conflicts of the 20th Century 
and since. 
 
Poppies have been evident for a few weeks now and will be more so in 
the coming days. As well as a symbol of gratitude for the sacrifice of the 
fallen, in their striking colours of red and black, they can be symbols of 
blood and fire (red) and the darkness of evil (black), which is very relevant 
to the ‘now’ we are living through in the first quarter of the 21st Century. 
Again, there is war in a part of Europe, tensions building between East 
and West, not to mention the terrible disaster in Palestine and Israel, 
affecting much of the Middle East. We hope and pray that October’s 
ceasefire and the beginning of the peace plan will find a way through to 
assure a better future for all who are suffering, for the whole region and 
the whole world. 
 
The poppy colours may also symbolise power(red) and seriousness 
(black) in terms of dress and décor, so they can point us to the need for a 
positive use of our power, whether it be political, influential or financial, 
both in the local sense and in the wider national and global sense. We are 
living in uncertain and unpredictable times - again – and each one of us 
would do well to reflect on how we can promote a culture of everyday 
human kindness and tolerance towards each other in every aspect of our 
community, work and national life.  
 
For those of Christian Faith, all Faiths and none, there are positive values 
on offer to help us grow into a better version of ourselves, values shared 
by many people of other faiths and none: 
 
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13.13) 
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control” (Galations  5.22-23) 
 
Worth reflecting on this month. 

Philip Moore 
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Onlooker 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 6th October. 
 
Join the Parish Council 
We’re looking to co-opt one new Councillor. No experience needed — just 
a passion for shaping Ash’s future and a few hours each month to spare. 
Interested? Email: clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Ash Carnival and Summer Fete  
Two residents shared early plans to revive the Ash Carnival and/or fete in 
2026. The Parish Council supports the initiative in principle and looks 
forward to a detailed proposal. 
 
Highway Improvements 
One of the priorities in our 2024/25 Highway Improvement Plan was to 
improve pedestrian warning signage on the A257 Ash Bypass. We’re 
pleased this has now been approved by Kent County Council. Signs will 
be installed at three key locations along the A257.  
 
Recreation Ground and Allotments 

• Tree health inspections were completed in late September. We are 
awaiting the contractor’s report.  

• Repairs to the stand-on spinner have been approved, with funding 
requested via S106 monies held by DDC. 

• Toilets will close for winter from November 1st reopening April 1st 
after internal redecoration. 

• New welcome and information signs will be installed to enhance 
visitors experience and display bylaws. 

• Play Area 2: Final designs will be shared at the Community Coffee 
Morning on December 6th. Public consultation will be held then. 

• Allotments: Fees will remain unchanged for 2027. There are 
currently 21 residents on the waiting list. 

• Replacement of the crumbling boundary fencing has been approved. 
Materials are expected in 10 weeks, with work likely to begin in early 
2026. 

Continued over 
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Planning Enforcement  
Cllr Venny and the Parish Council Clerk attended a DDC meeting to 
discuss planning enforcement with other councils, coordinated by Kent 
Association of Local Councils (KALC). 
DDC operates within legal limits, and while Planning Enforcement is not a 
statutory service, they prioritise cases based on their published plan.  
Residents with outstanding enforcement concerns should contact DDC 
Ward Councillors: Cllr Trevor Bartlett or Cllr Martin Porter. 
KALC is working with DDC to improve communication and may form a 
Planning Focus Group. 
 
S106 Funding 
The Parish Council is aligning future S106 requests with Ash’s long-term 
vision. These will be submitted to DDC’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan and 
included in consultee comments on relevant planning applications. 
What is S106? 
S106 agreements are legal commitments from developers to support local 
infrastructure — either through funding or direct delivery. Funds can only 
be used for the specific purpose outlined in the agreement (e.g. 
education, recreation). 
 
The next Parish Council Ordinary Meeting will take place on Monday 
1st December at 7pm in The Library, Ash Village Hall.   
Contact clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
New Wedding Venue to Open 
A 16th Century barn at Chequer Court in Knell  can be used to host “small 
scale” weddings after a change of use application was approved by Dover 
District Council. 
Jonathan Sawyers of Boutique Weddings Kent and Matt Sworder of The 
Cornerhouse restaurant will work together to host up to 27 celebrations a 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to share your news and views with the 
parish magazine. 

We welcome information on local events, meetings, 
memories and more. 

Post hard copy at 69 The Street, Ash, or email 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com 
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Chequer Inn Bat and Trap Team Success  
 
2025 was a very successful year for the Chequer Inn Bat & Trap team, 
winning the Plate competition and finishing Runner-up in the East Kent 
Friendly League. 
 
We were League Runners-up in 2024, narrowly missing the top spot and 
had the same result again this year. For most of the season we looked 
favourite, but key players being unavailable for some major games cost 
us dearly. The team also missed out on winning the Cup after an early 
exit from the competition but redeemed itself in the Plate competition by 
beating a very strong Black Pig team to secure an impressive silver plate 
and trophies for all the players.  
 
Matt Titterton, our top bowler in the league, collected the Runners-up 
Shield during the Annual Presentation Dinner and Chris Burnside, top 
batter for the season again, collected the Silver Plate. 
 
Praise 
must go to 
our non-
playing 
captain 
Paul Miller 
who could 
not attend 
the dinner 
and did an 
admiral 
job 
throughout 
the season. It was his first time as captain, but he had an excellent grasp 
of all the rules and remained resolute during all our matches. The team 
celebrated their success with Champagne and toasted Paul in his 
absence.  
 
If you want to see what we do or fancy having a try, we play our home 
games roughly every other week on Wednesday evenings (8pm) in the 
Chequer Inn garden. The new season starts at the beginning of May 
2026. 

Chris Burnside 
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Ash Girl Guides turns 105 
 

1st Ash next Sandwich Girlguiding has been proudly celebrating its 105th 
birthday this year.  
 
Over the past 8 months, leaders, working with Ash Heritage Group, 
researched the history of the units, preparing for an Open morning that 
took place on Saturday 11th October at Ash Village Hall. 
 
Displays of each 25 years of Ash Guiding, starting from 1920, surrounded 
the hall with photographs, newspaper clippings, old uniforms and badges 
bringing back many memories for many. Previous Ash leaders and unit 
members had been interviewed and their stories were displayed bringing 
Ash Guiding history to life. These will be kept in the Ash Heritage Centre 
as part of the social history of the village. 

Memories of camp flowed through the whole 105 years of Ash Guiding. 
These included: “I loved bushcraft, learning how to light a fire and building 
camping gadgets” and “One of my best memories, was on a Golden 
Jubilee camp, when we cooked a whole salmon over the fire. We 
wrapped it in wet newspaper and had to rewrap it whilst it was cooking.” 

Cooking on open fires, pitching tents, being chased by cows and camp 
fires were remembered clearly. Camp remains an important and much-
loved part of the Guiding year in Ash and the traditions of open fire 
cooking, sleeping under canvas, camp fires and sm’ores continue, but 
maybe not the cows.  
 
A diary of a Ranger Trip to Bruges in 1929 was part of the display. This 
would have been a big undertaking in those days and Girl Guiding 
continues to provide many opportunities for adventure now, locally, 
nationally and internationally.  
 
An artificial camp fire was set up in the main hall creating a nostalgic 
atmosphere as people sat around it chatting and admiring a selection of 
camp blankets.  
 
A highlight for many was an interactive experience of walking into an old 
Bell Tent, one of the originals, that was erected in the car park, alongside 
a patrol fire and washing up gadget made by the Ash Rangers who still 
practice their knotting skills all these years later. You never know when a  
knot will come in useful. 
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Colour parties of Rangers, Guides and Brownies presented their unit flags 
with a Guiding salute to the Kent East County Commissioner, Michelle 
Plester and Kent East President Valerie Hale.  

 
Mrs Plester said: “For over a century the village has been home to 
generations of girls and young women who have found confidence 
friendship and adventure through guiding. We celebrate the leaders 
volunteers and supporters past and present who have given their time 
energy and love to keep the spirit of guiding alive in Ash. Here's to the 
memories made the lives changed and the bright future ahead.  May the 
next 105 years be just as full of laughter learning and friendship.” 
 
The open morning was well attended by several previous Ash Guiding 
leaders and ex Rangers, Guides and Brownies. The hall was buzzing with 
a lot of reconnecting and reminiscing and three ex-Guides who were good 
friends, used the opportunity to have a reunion after 50 years showing 
that as one Guider said in her story “Once a Guide, always a Guide”. 
 
This event was also part of “Guiding for Good” week which is an initiative 
by GirlGuiding London and South East England aimed at inspiring its 
members to live out a key part of the Girlguiding promise – to serve our 
community and help other people.  
 
Ash GirlGuiding would like to thank Dover District Council and Ash Parish 
Council for supporting the event and all of the parents and leaders who 
worked so hard on the day, serving refreshments, trefoil topped 
cupcakes, manning stands/craft areas and running the tombola. 
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Ash Brownie 7-10years, Guide 10-14years and Ranger 14-18years units 
are part of Sandwich Division and Girl Guiding continues to thrive today 
providing adventure and opportunities for girls to learn new skills, build 
confidence, problem solve, challenge themselves, connect with nature 
and make friends in a safe space. In this digital age, Guiding enables girls 
to put down their mobile devices and connect and communicate with 
others face to face supporting their mental health. 
 
Guiding is girl led, inclusive to all and believes that “Girls can do 
anything”. 
 
When asked what Guiding means to her, one Guider said “Guiding gives 
me experiences, friendships and a sense of purpose to my life. It takes 
me out of myself, puts me in positions I wouldn’t normally do and 
challenges me. Guiding grows me and it can grow everybody.” 
 
If you would like to know more about Guiding units in your area for a girl 
to attend or to look at  volunteer opportunities as an adult helper, register 
your interest on www.girlguiding.org.uk to find your local unit and you will 
receive a warm welcome.  

Madelaine Lambe 

 
As I see it 

The Guides are all so lucky to be given such a myriad of opportunities, to 
have new experiences, learn new skills, make new friends, and all the 
while  having fun. As they grow and progress through Brownies to Guides 
and on to Rangers many find a new confidence, to be themselves. 
Through many National and International meetings Guides are given 
more amazing new challenges, adventures and chances to give 
something back to others. 
A special mention must be made of the Volunteer Leaders, without whom 
there would be no Girl Guide s- they are always there for the Guides to 
help bring fun and knowledge to the meetings.  The Leaders all have very 
busy lives but somehow always find time to go above and beyond for the 
Guides.  We all owe them a very big THANK YOU. 
Being a member of the Girl Guides, and to have this opportunity here in 
the Village is very special. It is with these new skills and friendships, 
which often last a life time, that they are acquiring priceless gifts they can 
always treasure. 

Valerie Hale, Kent East President 
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Ash Advent 2025 
 
The magic of Christmas is coming to Ash and everyone’s invited. This year’s 
Ash Advent celebrations promise a joyful mix of community fun, festive 
fundraising, and twinkling lights all in support of Porchlight and The Trussell 
Trust. 
 
Tractors, Tinsel and Twinkling Lights — Sunday November 30th  
Kick off the season in spectacular style with a fantastic community celebration 
and a vintage and decorated tractor parade. Cheer on the stars of the New 
Ash Players’ pantomime Beauty and the Beast, who will be leading the 
Christmas lights switch-on at Pound Corner. The tractor parade passes along 
The Street at 5.30pm. Bring your family, grab a hot drink, and soak up the 
festive atmosphere. 
 
Festive Bingo Night — Tuesday, December 9th  
It’s eyes down and spirits up as Andy Minter returns to host our ever-popular 
Festive Bingo Night at The Chequer Inn. 

• Entry: £2 and £6 for 6 games 
• Cash prizes, festive intermission games and plenty of laughter 
• Doors open at 6.30pm. First game 7pm 

Last year was a sell-out, so reserve your place early at The Chequer Inn. 
 
Christmas Quiz — Sunday December 14th  
Think you know your tinsel trivia? Gather your team for our special Christmas 
Quiz, also at The Chequer Inn. Fun, friendly, and full of festive cheer. 

• Starts at 7pm 
• £2 per person 

 
Festive Treats Stall — Saturday December 20th  
Indulge in the taste of Christmas! Join us at Pound Corner from 10am to noon 
for a mouth-watering bake sale featuring delicious homemade cakes, bakes, 
and other seasonal goodies — perfect for gifts or a treat for yourself. 
 
The Magical Advent Windows Trail — December 1st – January 1st  
As night falls, the village will sparkle with creativity as the Advent Windows 
Trail lights up Ash! Pick up a trail map for just £2 from local shops and enjoy 
discovering beautifully decorated, illuminated windows throughout the village. 
 
Every smile, song, and mince pie helps raise funds for Porchlight, supporting 
people facing homelessness, and The Trussell Trust, which runs local food 
banks. Would your business like to sponsor an event or the tractor parade? 
Your support helps spread joy and community spirit even further. 
Email ashvillageadvent@gmail.com or call/text 07443 605873 to get involved. 

Alison, Louise, Edith, Kaz and Rebecca 
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Ash Wildlife Friendly Village 
Saunders Lane Development 
 
Ash Wildlife Friendly Village has joined objections to the proposed 
development of 76 homes in Saunders Lane. Chair, Leanne Steed, 
lodged an objection based on lack of publicly available and current 
ecological data about the potential impact on biodiversity.  
 
The developer’s application only includes an ecological statement which 
declares 'no further ecological surveys were considered necessary as the 
risk of significant impact to protected, priority or rare species is low’.  
 
Saunders Lane lies in the oldest part of Ash in an area rich in woodland 
and other habitats. Residents have shared recordings of bird song which 
includes Owls, Swifts, Thrush, Robin, Wrens, Jackdaws, Crows, Blue Tits, 
Great Tits, Jays and Cuckoos. The habitat is also a likely site for 
protected species such as bats. 
 
The developer is proposing to remove more than 100 trees offering 10 bat 
boxes and 10-12 bird boxes as mitigation which Mrs Steed said “is simply 
not good enough”. Ash Wildlife Friendly Village is calling for a thorough 
ecological survey and assessment between March and September when 
most species are active.  
 
Mrs Steed highlighted other issues with pledges made to replace lost 
wildlife, adding: “Once a development is finished, the maintenance 
contract is often sold on. Wildflower meadows become just lawns; 
replacement trees are left to die through lack of watering. Strategies often 
involve strimming and spraying with chemicals, none of which supports 
biodiversity and life.  
 
“This is an extremely important area of biodiversity, in one of the oldest 
parts of the village. If this is to go ahead, then there must be a focus on 
finding out what will be lost and a commitment to making sure all 
biodiversity loss mitigation is realistic and carried out.” 
 
Ash Springs into Life! 
 
Ash Parish Council has kindly donated 1,400 daffodil bulbs and we need 
your help to plant them. Planting dates will be announced soon, so please 
keep an eye out on our Facebook page and join us in bringing a splash of 
spring colour to Ash next year and beyond. 
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League of Friends of Kent and Canterbury Hospital 
(Ash Branch)  
£110 was raised by the Ash Group at the October coffee morning and we 
thank you for your support.   
 
The other seven groups that make up the League of Friends also continue to 
work hard with their fund-raising events, along with the three hospital shops 
and trolley service which average a fantastic £15,000 per month.  This all 
enables us to pledge valuable funding towards equipment that the wards and 
departments request.  Please do support the shops if you have occasion to 
visit the hospital.    
  
Approximately £4,000 was made on the Summer Fair Grand Raffle and, 
despite the bad weather, a total profit of about £6,000 was made. 
 
New volunteers are needed to join our small committee in Ash.  If you feel able 
to give an hour or two of you time each month, please do contact me as below. 
 
Please continue to let us have any unwanted remnants of knitting wool and your 
used stamps and old coins.  The hospital shops and library service would also 
be glad to receive any ‘Crime Fiction Books’ – very popular with patients! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the next community coffee morning 10am on 
Saturday 1st November in the village hall which will start to take on a Christmas 
feel!  

Hazel Damiral  
01304 772363                   

 

Ash with Westmarsh WI 
 
The speaker at our October Meeting was Julie Cumburn on the subject of 
Stroke Awareness.  
 
The leading charity for stroke sufferers is the Stroke Association but there is 
also a separate organisation called Different Strokes which is run by young 
people for young people as we were told that contrary to what many people 
believe, strokes can occur in young people and even in babies. 
 
Jullie outlined the evolution of the stroke association from its start in 1898 
when it supported people with TB, then chest and heart complaints, heart and 
stroke and finally its present form, supporting just strokes, which commenced 
in 1998. 
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In Britain 100,000 people a year suffer a stroke and at present there are 3 
million stroke survivors many of whom receive help from the stroke association 
either face to face, online or by phone. 
 
Julie explained that a stroke is a brain attack which can take one of three 
forms, Ischaemic which is a blood clot, Heamorodic which is a bleed or a TIA 
which is a transient clot. All need urgent medical attention to prevent more 
damage to the brain so it is vital that the symptoms are recognised.  
The acronym FAST is used to describe them. 

F Face dropped on one side 
A Sufferer cannot raise both arms to shoulder height and keep them 
there 
S Inability to speak clearly or to understand what others say 
T Time to call 999 if you see any of these signs.  

 
If you specify FAST POSITIVE when calling an ambulance will be sent 
automatically. 
 
Julie outlined the main causes of stroke and how we can reduce our risk. 
Health problems such as high blood pressure, irregular heartbeat, diabetes 
and high cholesterol play a large part as do some lifestyle issues such as 
smoking, alcohol, being overweight or inactive or eating food high in salt, fat or 
sugar. So, it was the usual story of eating a balanced diet and keeping active 
for as long as we can. 
 
It was a serious talk about a difficult subject but members went away feeling 
more confident about recognising and dealing with a stroke and reassured that 
the Stroke Association was there to help. 
 
On a lighter note, it was the turn of our WI to host the meeting of the WI’s 
which constitute our group. We were treated to a talk by Alan Haines entitled 
The Baby Boomers Nostalgia Show. 
Apparently, these children were born just after the end of the war as opposed 
to the  Silent Generation born before the war who were to be seen and not 
heard. Many members were of that certain age and were able to join with him 
in reminiscing about the fashions of the time. Remember the nylon bedsheets 
and the avocado bathrooms! We were complimented on the lovely food and 
efficient organisation of the meeting. 
 
The walking group continues to thrive, taking an autumn walk around 
Goodnestone early this month. The leaves were already beginning to turn and 
they were really surprised at the number of acorns being trodden underfoot. As 
usual they ended up with a coffee, this time at the Old Dairy in Goodnestone 
Park. 
The next walk will be from Walmer to the Zetland Arms. 
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The monthly lunch group ate at the George and Dragon in Sandwich. 
However, the next lunch will be our annual Soup and Social, to be held this 
year in the village hall. We will be treated to homemade soups and delicious 
desserts provided by some of our members. Certainly an event not to be 
missed! Plans are already afoot for the Christmas Lunch which will be at the 
Kings Arms in Sandwich. 
 
At our next meeting on November 13th the speaker will be Fiona Beddow on 
‘Why We Need Girl Heroes’. It will be interesting to hear what she has to say! 
 
The WI meets on the second Thursday of each month at 2.30 pm in Ash 
Village Hall and always welcomes new members. For more information phone 
07814 520796 or email sec.ashwmarshwi@yahoo.com 
 
In addition our local WI is a member of a group, a County and a National 
Federation all of which offer meetings and events and even online courses 
through our Learning Hub. There is also a website: www.thewi.org.uk which 
gives you a broader view. 

Jan Searle 

Ash Bowling Club 
 
At the end of an extremely busy month we must thank the club members who 
have worked so hard to make such a successful lawn bowling season. We 
have had plenty of play and many enjoyable social events. 
Finals Weekend was well supported and congratulations are due to all the 
winners.  
 

• Victoria Park Open Triples - Roy Allen, Shirley Taylor, Kurtis Young 
• Alan Norris Trophy -  Roy Allen and Michael Chidley 
• Jack Fogg Trophy -  Stuart Williams,Martin Goldwin,Pam Mawson 
• Colin Marsh Trophy -  Glen Stephenson, Mike Knaggs, Dave Mawson 
• Doreen Underhill Trophy - Chrissie Lock, Barbara Willis, Mary Sherwood 
• Ash Memorial Trophy - Steve Hewitt, Bryony Anstey, Garry Huse 
• Mens 21 shots -  Alan Hogben 
• Mens 21 ends - Alan Hogben 
• Ladies 21 Ends - Shirley Taylor 
• Handicap - Martin Goldwin 
• Novice - Mike Knaggs 
• Mixed pairs - Steve Hewitt and Roy Allen 
• 2 woods - Ken Hurcomb 

 
We have welcomed several new players to the club this year who have been 
playing in friendly and league matches and many compliments have been 
received on the standard of our green and gardens and heartfelt appreciation 
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of the catering and bar arrangements. 
 
We already have plans for a programme of social activities over the winter, 
follow us on Facebook or check out our website for more information 
- www.ashbowlsclub.org.uk   
 
We have plans for a programme of social activities over the winter and of 
course all members and guests are warmly invited to participate.These 
include: 
Quiz – 1st November - Tables of 8, £5 per head. Bring your own nibbles. 
(6.30pm for a 7pm start). 
Bingo – 13th December 
To book your place contact Roy at secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com  
 
Although the outdoor season has come to an end we do of course have short 
mat which runs all year round. Organised sessions run on:  

• Monday 2-4 
• Wednesday 2-4 
• Thursday 7-9 
• Saturday 10-12 

(Members are, of course, free to bowl indoors at any time) 
 
We must also mention the huge effort from Jane and John Kirtley that went 
into organising the MacMillan Coffee Morning on 26th September. They raised 
a magnificent £3,406 on the day. Cancer touches so many families so it is 
great to know our community is willing to fund the work of MacMillan so that 
they can support whoever is in need. 
 
We have a very active club and will always welcome new members - if you are 
interested in joining us then do please get in touch 
- secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com  We'd love to see you. 

Roy Allen, Secretary 
 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church 
 
Shuffleboard 
A big thank you to all who supported the Friends Annual Shuffleboard event on 
Saturday 11th October in Ash Village Hall. Sold out again! 
 
All evening the hall was buzzing with excitement and laughter as nearly 90 
adults competed. The fun-filled atmosphere was tremendous with newcomers 
vowing to return next year and asking about future events.  
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A tasty hot home cooked meal was enjoyed by everyone (well done to all the 
cooks). The evening also included a well-stocked reasonably priced licenced 
bar (thanks to Bernita Davies and Jacky Burnside for running it); a raffle 
including a mystery prize, but still no sign of that Caribbean cruise!; sparkling 
wine and chocs for the winning and 
runners up teams; and 3 wooden 
spoons with sweets for the team who 
came last. Thanks to all the scorers 
who did a great job and ensured there 
was no funny business! 
 
As always, we are indebted to all our 
advertisers and sponsors, who helped 
us make an estimated profit in excess 
of £1,400. (The exact figure will be 
published later when all expenses are 
known). 
 
The profit from this event and all our other events are used to help maintain 
the fabric of our lovely church and grounds. 
 
Community Coffee Morning 
The Friends will be hosting the December Community Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 6th December. An opportunity to meet up with friends and neighbours 
and enjoy some tasty refreshments - tea, coffee, bacon rolls and cakes; while 
browsing various stalls, including one for the Parish Council to update on plans 
for the new play area at the recreation ground and one for Ash Advent team 
selling Christmas gifts in support of Porchlight and Trussell food banks; while 
listening to Christmas carols. There will also be a raffle, so come and join us if 
you can. 
 
Race Night 
Attention all Members of the Friends. Our next annual Race Night will be in the 
village hall on Saturday 31st January 2026 and as usual is expected to sell out. 
 
One of the benefits of being a Member of the Friends is having the opportunity 
to reserve tickets in advance up until 3rd January, after which the remaining 
tickets will go on general release.  
 
If you wish to take advantage of this offer, reserve your tickets by contacting 
Chris Burnside (01304 813138 or email chrisburnside2001@yahoo.co.uk). 
 
If you would like to join the Friends (min £5 per year) contact our Secretary 
Chris Denby (fstnicholas@gmail.com) for a membership form. 

Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends 
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Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
Services and Events at St Mildred’s 
 
Family Harvest Service  
The Family Harvest Service with Communion and a christening was very 
well supported. The church was full of colourful flowers, fruit and 
vegetables.  We are very grateful to everyone who donated flowers and 
gave their time to arrange them. Also, to all those who so generously 
donated gifts of fruit, vegetables and dry goods, all of which have been 
taken to Age Concern Sandwich, who appreciated this very much.   
 
The Harvest Tea was also well supported and there was a lovely, friendly 
atmosphere. Thank you to those who made cakes, all the helpers, local 
stallholders who were also happy to support us, and all those who came 
to the event. The weather stayed dry and so we were able to have some 
stalls outside. Our new Christmas cards sold well and are available in 
Elmstone Church and St Mildred's. About £300 has been made.  
 
Crib Festival – Weekend 13-14 December  
We are planning to have Cribs from around the World to see on the 
Saturday afternoon, 2-4 pm, at the Family Service on the Sunday, as well 
as the afternoon that day, also 2-4 pm but these times are to be 
confirmed.  Refreshments will be available.   
 
Churchyard Update 
Many of you will have seen that the public footpath through the 
churchyard has now been refurbished and the renovation of the 
memorial garden has also been completed with the planting of the 
Christmas Box. We are very grateful to Richard Kemp who has spent 
considerable time doing this work and to his sister for donating the shrubs 
in memory of family. We would also like to thank the Parish Council for 
agreeing to pay for the gravel. Fran Offord has kindly taken on the two 
flower beds along the path after many years' hard work by Ellie Matthews, 
for which we are very grateful. All this was completed in time for the 
Harvest events. We hope to have a further working party this Autumn 
to uplift the yew trees and tidy a section of brambles.      
 
Upcoming Events at Elmstone Church  
Concert – Friday 19th December: We are pleased that the Lees Court 
Ensemble will be performing for us once again at 5.30pm. See the poster 
in this magazine.   
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Happy Hours: These are held on the first Friday of the month from 
6.30pm in the Church. The next dates are 7th November and 5th 
December.  
 
Village Christmas Fair – Friday 28th November 2.30-5.30pm Preston 
Village Hall: The Friends will be having a stall at this event, with our new 
Christmas cards and others for sale. 
 
Our Services for November - Month A  
 

• 1st Sunday – 2nd November - Holy Communion, Elmstone, 10.30am 
• 2nd Sunday – 9th November - Remembrance Service, Preston, 

10.30am (No Communion) 
• 3rd Sunday – 16th November - Holy Communion, Elmstone, 

10.30am 
 
Refreshments are normally served after all our Services. 

Elizabeth Timms  

Sandwich Local History Society 
 
The monthly lectures are held in either the Delf Room or Grand Jury 
Room of the Guildhall: 6.30 for 7pm.  
 
On Thursday 13th November, Pat Wilson, Playwright and local historian, 
will speak on A Forest of Flags: the scandalous Sandwich by-election of 
1880. 
 
Free to members. Non-Members £5. For more information see 
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk  

Michael Vaile 

The Arts Society Sandwich  
 
We meet upstairs at the Guildhall Sandwich on the first Monday evening 
of the month (6.30 for a glass of wine, 7pm start). Our 2025 programme is 
drawing to a close but details of our 2026 lectures are already on our 
website or pick up one of our flyers. Guests are always welcome, £7 cash 
at the door. Or purchase our handy guest tokens for an excellent saving - 
£15 for three tokens. 
 
3rd November (Preceded by our AGM) Timothy Walker – Paradise Lost 
and Found: 400 Years of Garden Design in Oxfordshire. 
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Review: Hidden in Plain Sight  
Discovering Architecture in Ash  
 
A wonderful triple-whammy of an experience! The first showing in the 
Community Coffee Morning presented displays of architects’ sketches, 
roofing tiles and bricks through the ages, a demo of wattle and daub with 
accumulating finishes crafted by the modern-day Ash King of Bricks 
himself; together with a generous explanation from a real, live architect to 
explain the application and evolution of all this construction through the 
centuries. All decorated by display boards which captured photos of 
examples taken of these features so that we could locate them ourselves.  
 
We were seriously challenged to “get out there, on The Street and 
SEARCH”! Well, that, was the noisy bit! Appetites thus whetted we 
attended a quieter, even more sumptuous display three weeks later inside 
the Ash Heritage Room. Lingering longer and with less pressure we could 
interrogate the displays and knowledgeable “stewards” who were, 
incredibly, knowledgeable. But then, they had written the guidebook! Here 
we could all find out more about features on other peoples’ houses or 
even our own. In some cases, visitors had been sent by their families, to 
“fess up” yes, they were related even, to the graffiti-carvers from the 
school room. History comes back to bite you boys! And they were boys at 
the Cartwright School, at that time. But this bit of graffiti was actually 
charming, after all the years had passed. Time, even, might look more 
gently on the current graffiti display in the cathedral. But I don’t really 
mind….as a convinced doodler myself, I know that doodling signifies that 
thought is taking place inside excited brains.  
 
Finally, to the third part: the self-guided tour, for which we were allotted 
ten days, QR codes and 17 notices snap-locked to lamp standards, 
railings and the like. Oooh! And don’t forget the guidebook, with full-colour 
photographs. Inside this we were given sections on guttering and 
brackets, ghost signs, Georgian facades, window bullseyes, boot 
scrapers and even nuptial stones…no, that’s not a painful condition. This 
guidebook is a gem in itself and at such a low cost it was almost a 
giveaway …in fact mine was because I had neither cash on the day nor a 
card. I’ll pay up later boss, honest!  
 
So the challenge now on Ash residents, and strange visitors from afield 
(Sandwich), was to leg it out onto The Street, mobile in hand, find the 
notices, snap the QR code and link into the website which instantly gave 
us the spiel and photos about the features. Yes, we did have 10 days to 
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do this but like some other guilty folk I was doing it on the afternoon of the 
last day. Eeek… but I was not the only one galloping about as the sun 
started to go down. Others were too. Indeed we kept colliding and 
bouncing off each other as we stalked about, mobiles in the air pointing 
left and right and generally helping each other in our private searches.  
 
Some folk were very excited to see their houses and features illustrated in 
this way. Some were indignant however, that their much-loved decorated 
gutters, with knobs on, were NOT featured! Indignity was pacified by a 
suggestion that there will have to be, surely, the publication of volume no. 
2. Please?  
 
The only teeny, tiny fly in this experience was that there were a (very) few 
positions where the QR code reveal did not always connect with the 
proximity of the described features but that might have been my fault. So, 
this did not detract from the star rating below.  
 
Terrific congrats to The Team for the vision, the professionalism, the 
inclusivity, the work, the challenge to Ash folk to get out there!  
 
Star Rating: It has to be the max 5 STARS  

Report by Your Secret Visitor  
(They too were…. Hidden in Plain Sight) 

 
Creative Quiet Day 
 
This was a new and exciting venture us, held at St Nicholas Church on 
October 11th.  
 
Barbara Way began the time with a thoughtful yet simple focus on 
creativity. She did a reading, a song and prayers with responses in the 
Celtic style, which is very simple to understand but deeply focused on 
faith in our everyday lives. We then quietly went to the art stations we felt 
like joining or simply used the quiet times for reflection that is not usually 
possible in our busy, noisy lives.  
 
Twenty minutes before we finished, we came together again to share our 
thoughts and achievements of the day.  Again, Barbara had prepared a 
simple liturgy to share in, we began singing the well-known chorus 
"Father We Adore You" as a round. Then after a quiet time of 
thanksgiving, we finished with the rousing song "We Shall Go Out with 
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Joy and Be Led Forth with Peace" which seemed very appropriate after a 
morning of shared, quiet activity. 
 
Our next one will be in February when Spring leads from darkness into 
light and Lent.  Do hope more of you will think about joining us in this 
wonderful building in Ash.  Open to anyone across our Benefice. 

Pat Coles 
A meditative poem written on Creative Quiet Day 
 
From the finding of a multi-coloured Autumn leaf and a plain smooth 
stone 
 
How often have you heard it - that well-known phrase or saying 
'Turn over a new leaf', 'Start again', 'Put aside the past!'? 
And yet – we know that the past – my past – is no fly-past, 
but a slow moving part of myself – of who I am – tiny in this universe so 
vast. 
 
If I turn the leaf I'm holding, I can find rough edges, many colours, 
another part of who or what it is, of who I am, 
it's moment in time, touching for a moment, my moment in time. 
I think of timeless moments – the brilliant and the awful and sublime 
and here I am. What is my part in this old place and in the promised 
pouring of new wine? 
 
Does this empty ancient stone I'm yet to paint, mark nothing, or stuff too 
raw as yet, 
finding in some way, where 'timeless' touches the countless edges of 
infinity? 
Do timeless moments take us onward – through the place of dark, beyond 
catastrophe, 
mark our link with heaven? Timeless moments on this earth - be part of 
eternity? 
 
The ancient stone, cold to touch and hard, or cool upon a fevered brow, 
where timeless moments touch in strength, eternity with here and now, 
the mystery profound; we offer our search,our journey, the timeless 
moments of our soul 
within us, dear God, inspire our sad and joyful times, and make us truly 
whole. 

Barbara Way 
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Garden Jottings for November 
 
So, autumn colours are rather late in appearing in mid-October this year. I 
believe this is due to the rather mild but really misty and moist weather 
and lack of sunshine of late.  
 
Even so it is really time to insulate the greenhouse if you have not had the 
foresight to accomplish this important task before now. Add a small heater 
to keep the temperature above freezing but not to heat it up. Clean the 
glass inside and out before adding bubble wrap to let in as much light as 
possible. Do however opened the door and louvres on clement days to 
avoid fungal infections taking hold.  
 
Clean pots trays and labels and tidy up the shed and greenhouse. Clean 
and sharpen tools and mower giving some oil to prevent rust. Book a 
service for the mower. Remove and drain hose pipes and store 
undercover along with canes and stakes taken out as plants are cut back, 
unless they are attractive or have seed heads for the birds, remembering 
to keep feeding them through the colder months after cleaning bird 
feeders, tables and baths. Birds are useful allies in the garden but if you 
are sporadic in feeding they waste energy flying to empty feeders, but if 
they get used to regular feeding they will keep aphids and caterpillars at 
bay in springtime when visiting the garden. 
 
Keep raking leaves off the lawn to avoid yellowing the grass. Leaves that 
have been shredded or passed through the mower, set high, will rot down 
quickly when added to the compost heap with any plant matter you have 
removed from the borders. Leaves can be heaped over the crowns of 
tender plants such as Dahlia when they have been cut back if you like to 
leave them in the ground over winter. 
 
Runner beans should be removed and any large pods that were left 
among the tendrils kept to dry for next year's planting. The poles should 
also be stored undercover. Bean plants can be chopped small and 
composted roots can be left in situ until a thorough dig is completed as 
they fix nitrogen in the soil.  
 
After clearing any vacant plots spread compost over them and let the 
worms pull it into the ground. Complete Narcissi planting and carry on 
with Tulips. Plant deeply and where permanently planting in borders, 
place them extra deeply to avoid cutting them when digging the bed when 
tidying. Mulch to suppress weeds and add humus to the soil. Look out for 
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seedlings as you go and pot them up or transplant them elsewhere in the 
garden. 
 
Plant fruit trees, peach, plum, almond and cherry which flower and fruit 
earlier than apples and pears which can be planted later. Give bare-
rooted items a good soak for at least an hour in a bucket of water. Plant in 
a large hole with well-rotted manure or compost added spreading the 
roots out and firming in well placing the stake in first to avoid damaging 
the roots and tying it in securely. Remember to water freely in dry periods 
and through the next year. 
 
This is also the best month to plant roses providing the ground is not icy 
as described previously, adding mycorrhizal powder or bone meal to the 
base of the hole to aid rooting and good health. 
 
All currants, raspberries gooseberries and rhubarb will benefit from 
manure or at least some homemade compost mulch. Do spread this 
around plants not up the stems as it could cause stems to rot off. Spread 
it where the roots grow outwards from the plants. Blackcurrants should 
have a third of their old wood cut away to encourage new wood to form 
which will carry next year's fruit. 
 
Evergreen shrubs are easy to take cuttings from. Elaeagnus, Skimmia, 
Euonymus, Dwarf Hebes and Ivy, especially if variegated varieties, are so 
useful to add to pots and tubs with Pansies Polyanthus and Cyclamen for 
a bright display from winter into spring. Small containers of these cuttings 
when planted up with small Cyclamen make lovely indoor arrangements 
and can be given as gifts, as can bulbs planted earlier for indoor use in 
bulb glasses or pots. These should be slowly brought out into the light 
when bulbs are 2-3 inches high. Keep Hyacinths in a cool room until 
flower buds start to appear then gradually move them to a suitable 
position to bloom.  
 
Plant up seedlings of lettuce and parsley grown last month. Plant onion 
and garlic sets, though I find it just as satisfying to plant these out in 
March. Only plant if the ground is not too wet or frost. Trim back all herbs 
and pot up mint to keep in the greenhouse for use in the winter. 
 
With autumn winds and rain, any tall or straggly roses or shrubs should 
be shortened now to avoid wind rocking them loose in the ground. It is 
wise to firm soil around all large plants, trees and shrubs and check 
stakes and ties are secure.  
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Sprouts and other brassicas need to be firmly set into the ground. Also, 
sprouts should be picked from the bottom upwards, not forgetting the top 
growth which makes a delicious green vegetable. 
 
If a frost is expected it is a good idea to gather tender flowers such as 
Dahlias, Roses and Salvias and bring them indoors adding some small 
sprays of foliage to enjoy the last vestiges of summer. 
Hedges should be tided now, don't forget to make the top narrower than 
the bottom and mulch the roots. Even grass mowings can be used here. 
Watch out for brambles, Ivy or wild Roses which will engulf hedges in a 
short time and should be removed at the base, I believe birds must clean 
their beaks and drop the seeds below. 
 
Although Chrysanthemums will go right into winter and give attractive 
sprays of flower in the border, it is quite an interesting challenge to grow a 
large specimen bloom. This can be achieved by removing all the 
secondary buds very carefully from the main central bud, tying the stem to 
a cane as the bloom can become quite large and heavy. This practise is 
best done in a bed or pot in a separate place, maybe in the vegetable 
garden area. Dahlias can also be treated in this way to grow some “show 
blooms” to cut for indoor use. 
 
At the end of November cut some sprays of berried holly and keep in a 
bucket of water for Christmas decoration indoors. Keep the greenery cool 
maybe in a shed or garage away from predatory birds! 
 
Look for winter flowering sweet smelling shrubs to use near a door or 
pathway. It is an idea to plant into a large pot or tub so it can be moved 
around to swap with others as the seasons change. Witch Hazel, 
Viburnum Bodnantese, Daphne Odorata and Wintersweet and Sarcocca 
are all good subjects and can be pruned to keep a small neat shape or 
transplanted into the garden. They can be underplanted with Snowdrops, 
Crocus and Dwarf Iris and can be enjoyed without bending down to see 
their delicate beauty. 
 
Lastly, when you have a bonfire to clear up all your prunings and woody 
cuttings, be sure to check that the hedgehog is not hibernating inside. 
Good gardening. 
 

Christine Brown, President, Ash Horticultural Society 
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Stories From the Archives (67) 
Lightning strike at Moat Farm 
 
Charles Rowe Spratt was very much a local man, known by many in Ash, as 
were all the Spratts who lived and worked in Ash, Wingham and Staple.  
Charles’ grandfather, James, also hailed from Ash and doubtless Charles, too, 
would have been born in this parish in 1848 had his unmarried mother, 
Elizabeth, not given birth to him in the Eastry Poor Law Union Workhouse, 
which since 1834 had catered for Ash as well as a dozen or so other parishes.   
 
Elizabeth eventually married Charles’ father, James Rowe, and in the custom 
of the time for illegitimate children Charles was known by either surname – 
Rowe or Spratt - during his childhood, most of which was spent growing up in 
a cottage at Mount Ephraim close to the ancient mill, together with his siblings. 
It wasn’t to be long before he took on the work of his father and grandfather 
when he started as a farm boy.  
 
Aged 20, Charles married Sarah Ann Chandler who worked in service in the 
parish of  Woodnesborough. The wedding took place in St Mary’s church there 
in March 1869 and the young couple settled into the cottage next door to his 
parents’ family.   
   
Charles and Sarah were to live their entire married life at Mount Ephraim and - 
apart from his very early years with his mother and grandfather at Groves 
Park, Staple - Charles spent his whole life there.  Large families were the order 
of the day in Victorian times and although it was not unusual for a labourer’s 
cottage to house eight or ten children or more, reaching fourteen was 
somewhat less common!  However, Charles and Sarah’s brood did indeed 
reach that number in 1890, although some of the elder ones, such as Charlie 
junior, William, Alf and Tom, had flown the nest by that time, leaving Fred, 
John, Ellen, Kate, Amy, Lizzie, Rose, Frank, Arthur and baby Robert (and their 
parents!) to fit in as best they could. 
 
As a farm labourer in his late 40s, Charles was employed at Moat Farm, itself 
very close to Mount Ephraim, and on a humid August afternoon in 1896 he 
was working in a field there with his brother James and Thomas Burvill, both of 
New Street.  At twenty minutes to three the thundery atmosphere gave way to 
rain and before long a downpour had developed into a severe  storm, requiring 
the three men to run for shelter.  James dashed to the nearest ditch where he 
found protection under some boughs, at least one of the others making for a 
nearby tree.  The rain persisted, forcing the men to remain where they were 
and after a quarter of an hour a frightening burst of loud thunder right overhead 
immediately followed a lightning flash. Disconcerted and “confused” - or scared 
out of his wits? – James rushed away looking for better cover.    
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A further fifteen minutes elapsed before the weather relented and James made 
for the field again. He found Burvill rather wet but none the worse for wear and 
they looked around for Charles.  Imagine their shock when they spotted him 
lying under the tree he had relied upon for shelter, clearly quite dead. The tree 
itself now exhibited a large gash where the lightning had struck it.  Confronted 
by the sudden loss of his own brother, what a task James now faced in relating 
the news to Sarah and her many children!  Charles had not only been a 
husband and father, of course, but the breadwinner for his large family. 
 
The thunder storm had occurred immediately above the village and the 
lightning had done damage elsewhere.  According to the memory of one 
villager who recalled the incident nearly 60 years later, some brewery workers 
were knocked down by a lightning bolt in the churchyard and the church itself 
was also struck.   
    
The following afternoon an inquest was held over the body laid before the jury 
in the Red Lion Inn.  Poor James described the tragedy as best he could and 
the Deputy County Coroner, Henry Fielding, directed the jury to find the only 
possible verdict: “deceased had met his death by being struck by lightning.”   
Charles was laid to rest in St Nicholas’ churchyard a few days later by Rev’d 
Albert Pritchard, the curate here at Ash and in entering the burial in the parish 
register he squeezed into the margin a tiny, scribbled note: “Killed by lightning 
at The Moat.”   
 
Sarah struggled on at Mount Ephraim for years afterwards, her eldest sons 
remaining single and continuing to work locally themselves at the brewery and 
as farm labourers, although Arthur became a butcher.  The dreaded 
workhouse was avoided and even by the 1920s at least four of her sons and a 
daughter had remained single and lived with her in their Mount Ephraim 
cottage.  In the same week that Sarah and Charles would have marked their 
56th wedding anniversary, Sarah breathed her last at the age of 78 and was 
lowered into her late husband’s grave on 16th March 1925.  Her widowhood 
had exceeded the length of her marriage, which had produced fourteen 
children in 27 years, not all of whom survived childhood and around half of 
whom never married, at least one living until the 1970s.  Quite a record.  And 
one can be sure that each grew up with a healthy respect for the danger of 
lightning as well as adhering to that familiar adage that all parents once 
passed on to their children: “Never, ever shelter under a tree in a 
thunderstorm!” 
 
Parish registers and census returns have been among the sources used.  
Contemporary press coverage has been augmented by reminiscences 
collected by Ash Old Companions in 1952, held in the St Nicholas’ parish 
collection cared for at Canterbury Cathedral Archives.    

Peter Ewart 
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